
My grandfather John 
Hantke loved to sing. 
As a member of La 
Crosse’s Frohsinn 
Singing Society for 
over sixty years, he got 
plenty of opportunities. 
I remember playing the 
piano while he sang, 
learning German folk 
songs from the Singing 
Society’s repertoire. 

 When my grandfather 
arrived in La Crosse in 
the 1920s, the Frohsinn 
Singing Society had 
been in existence for 
many years. La Crosse’s 
oldest singing society 
originally began as 

a literary society. Founded January 12, 1885, in La Crosse, Frohsinn 
provided German-Americans and recent immigrants from Germany the 

opportunity to discuss current affairs and to share memories of their former homeland.

A common love of singing soon prompted a change, and a year later Frohsinn had evolved into a choral society. 
Frohsinn’s first director Joseph Fliegl held rehearsals in classrooms of the Reformed Church at Fourth and 
Market Streets. Over the years rehearsals and concerts were held at Gund Hall at Fourth and Jay Streets (the 
former Wiggert Brothers building), Germania Hall at Fifth and Market Streets, and several other locations.

1860s La Crosse was home to many immigrant groups, and one of the most numerous was German. Waves 
of German immigrants came to Wisconsin, and many chose the La Crosse area as their new residence. As a 
result, German influence was strong: La Crosse had German language newspapers, German-speaking schools, 
and churches conducting services in German. German sport-shooting societies, dramatics groups, and athletics 

La Crosse’s German Singing Society 
By Carol Hantke Mullen

Frohsinn Society Float, 1968 Maple Leaf 
Parade. John Hantke is second from the right 
Image courtesy of the La Crosse Public Library
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Continued...La Crosse's German Singing Society

Continued on page 7...

organization for Minnesota, Iowa, and Wisconsin 
known as the Sangerbundes des Nord-Westens. 

The Frohsinn Society hosted a number of singing 
festivals in La Crosse, including one in 1908 which 
was the largest gathering in the Saengerfest’s history. 
With an anticipated 3000 singers and 5000 visitors, 
planners belatedly realized they had no auditorium 
big enough to handle the festival. A Saengerfest 
Hall was quickly built at Fourth and Jay Streets to 
accommodate the crowds. Though the hall was rough 
and unfinished looking due to its hasty construction, 
large amounts of bunting helped to disguise that fact, 
and the festival was enthusiastically attended.

Frohsinn sponsored other activities as recreation for 
members and friends and as sources of income. A 
celebration with Christmas tableaus was presented 
to the public in 1903. In 1907 a concert with ten 
quartettes took place at the Opera House on Fifth 
Avenue (on the former downtown site of the J.C. 
Penney Company). There were frequent garden 
parties, masquerades, and picnics. In the early 1900s, 
steamer excursions to Winona and Fountain City were 
pleasant and profitable fundraisers for the group.  A 
1910 La Crosse Tribune advertisement promoted a 
Frohsinn sponsored excursion on Sunday, July 3rd 
to a ballgame in Winona, Minnesota, complete with 
orchestral entertainment on the boat, for a roundtrip 
fee of 50 cents. 

During World War I (1914-1918) participation in the 
Frohsinn Society as well as regional singing festivals 
lapsed, probably due to strong anti-German public 
sentiment. Group events and festivals resumed by the 
1920s, though there were differences in the group’s 
singing repertoire. Before the First World War, the 
Frohsinn Society primarily sang traditional German 
folksongs such as “Freut Euch Des Lebens” (Let’s 
Enjoy Life) and “Du Kannst Nicht Treu Sein” (You 
Can’t Be True); after the war they began to include 
American folk and patriotic songs like “My Old 
Kentucky Home” and “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee” in 
their concerts.

The Frohsinn Society strongly felt the effects of the 
Great Depression of the 1930s. Hard times prevented 
some members from attending festivals. The group 
excused the unemployed from paying dues, but 
continued its activities. 

associations sprang up, and the first Germania Hall 
was built in 1876 at 5th and Ferry Streets as a meeting 
place. The Frohsinn Singing Society was a natural part 
of this banding together of people sharing a common 
language and heritage.

Frohsinn Maennerchor, one of many ethnic singing 
groups in La Crosse, was originally for men only. The 
women had their own singing group or Damenchor, 
conducted by Robert Isler, a piano tuner from 
Switzerland. In 1903 the women sponsored a concert 
and invited the men to sing with them. This proved 
so successful that the men invited the women to join 
Frohsinn. Robert Isler continued as conductor and 
instructor for the combined choir.

Throughout its history the Frohsinn Society conducted 
all of its meetings and kept all minutes and financial 
records in German. Perhaps the group’s roots were 
so thoroughly Germanic that this was necessary in 
the early years, and then it became a long-standing 
tradition.

By its twentieth anniversary in 1905, Frohsinn was 
one of the most popular clubs in La Crosse. The name 
Frohsinn in German means happy mind or spirit, and 
the club’s activities certainly promoted that. Its Sunday 
evening concerts of German folk songs at Germania 
Hall were an important part of civic recreation. The 
group sponsored musical performances by local talent, 
as well as visiting singers and companies presenting 
light opera.

Like many singing societies of its time, Frohsinn 
participated in annual regional singing festivals. It 
was a member of Wisconsin’s singing society group, 
the Sangerbezirk, as well as a tri-state regional 

1908 Saengerfest Hall
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Collections Update   
By Amy Vach

This fall has been extremely busy in collections and exciting projects are in the works! Typically, the interns 
and I would all take on projects together, but this semester we are trying something different. Each intern has 
an individual project for the semester. 

Intern Michelle Kelly has been systematically updating all the object records for the breweriana artifacts in 
collections. Collections holds over 300 breweriana, or brewery-related, objects. This can be anything from beer 
bottle caps to advertisements. Michelle is photographing the objects and updating their records so that they 
can be added to our online collections. Michelle was the perfect person to take on this project; she is currently 
working for the Clearly Management as their archival researcher.

Intern Sofia Kinzer has been using photogrammetry to create 3D models of some of the artifacts in collections. 
The 3D models are a collaboration between Dr. David Anderson and the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
Archaeology and Anthropology Department and La Crosse County Historical Society. Sofia takes multiple 
photographs of artifacts from different angles and then uses software at UW-L to combine the photographs and 
create a 3D virtual model of the object. So far, she has created 3D models of an Elfenbrau Statue, Pearl Button 
Company sign, and Mons Anderson’s lion statue. These models are available for viewing on our website. 

Intern Ivy King has been indexing our research files. In the future we will quickly know whenever we have 
information about someone or something. This is Ivy’s second semester interning at LCHS. She has also been 
assisting in cataloging women’s undergarments for a survey in collections. 

Our newest intern is Becky Houge, a Viterbo University student majoring in History and English. I don’t think 
she expected to spend her first week in collections learning to distinguish a chemise from a nightgown or a 
corset cover from a camisole, but when you are cataloging 19th century undergarments, that’s what happens! 

During the first week of November we had a volunteer consultant help us with the undergarments. Linda 
McShannock, retired curator from the Minnesota Historical Society, spent 4 days identifying, dating and 
describing 19th and early 20th century pieces in the collection. Consequently, the value of our collection for 
both research and exhibit is greatly increased, and some of us have learned more than we ever wanted to about 
the history of underwear.

Besides their individual projects, the interns have been assisting in cataloging recent accessions to the 
collection. There have been recent donations of a WWI trunk, a La Crosse Rubber Mills shipping crate, a 
former Fire Chief ’s uniform, a 1936 wedding dress, and many other objects that tell the story of La Crosse’s 
past. Soon all these objects will be available in our online collections database. 

LCHS offices recently received a little bit of a makeover with artifacts; more portraits are now hanging on the 
main floor. Thanks to volunteers Bob Mullen and Frank Mauss for putting up the picture rail! Previously, only 
portraits of John and Frederica Levy were on display. Now we have the Levys, as well as portraits of Johanna 
Heileman, John Ulrich, Doc Powell, Wilson Colwell, and Nannie Colwell on display. Besides being online, these 
portraits can now be viewed in person as well.

Ivy King Becky HougeMichelle Kelly Sofia Kinzer
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Welcome to our final newsletter issue of the year. By the time it is in 
your hands you will have received an end-of-year appeal for a financial donation 
to LCHS. There is a direct correlation between the two: this newsletter is a 
benefit of membership, and as a member you are already a donor. For that, I thank 
you very much! 

Truthfully, most of our members join at one of the lower membership levels. We 
feel it is important to offer a variety of membership levels, and provide the benefits 
of membership, such as this newsletter, to as many people as possible.

If you can support us in a more substantial way, I ask you to please do so. The 
end-of-year appeal is an important part of our efforts to meet our yearly operating 

costs--and yes, it is always a struggle. Even this newsletter is a big budget item: each 
issue costs us $1,000 to print and mail.

 I hope you will consider joining me and your board of directors in supporting LCHS with an additional 
donation before the end of the year. All the things our members appreciate about LCHS benefit from end-of-
year donations.

These funds go directly to support programming, museum exhibits, and unique events. What’s your favorite 
part of LCHS? 

 • Do you look forward to the Saturday newspaper and the weekly Things That Matter article? 

 • Maybe you are a lover of the Historic Hixon House museum, and look forward every year to the  
  Hixon Holiday tour to kick off your Christmas season? 

 • If traditional hand crafts fascinate you, maybe you came to Folk Life La Crosse and got your   
  hands dirty working clay on the potter’s wheel.

  • If you have small children in your life, maybe you came to Night at the Museum or Museum   
   After Dark and enjoyed demonstrations and crafts with them at Riverside Museum or our West  
   Avenue headquarters.

  • If you prefer to take your history “live” you may be a fan of the Discover the Silent City tour,   
   where actors take on the roles of historic La Crosse characters.

  • Or maybe you just appreciate being able to read well-researched articles on local history like   
   the one in this newsletter? 
As members, you received a copy of the LCHS Annual Report, and you know how responsible we are with the 
resources we have. All of us, both staff and volunteers, work hard to fulfill the LCHS mission and expand its 
reach while staying within our budget.

Please take a moment to return your donation form, if you have not already done so, and help us to continue to 
grow into the History Museum that La Crosse deserves. 

Giving thanks for members like you,

Peggy Derrick

Things That Matter: LCHS!

Peggy Derrick, Executive 
Director/Curator
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Reserve your tickets for Remember When– 1910—Detach and return to 145 West Ave S with payment, or call our office! 

Name:____________________________________________________________________  Phone: (___) _________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________  

 

# of $40 Member Tickets $____________ 

Donation  $____________ 

Total    $____________ 

Signature:__________________________________________________ 
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LCHS Publications 
Prices include shipping and handling. Discounts available by arranging for pick up at our office

The La Crosse County Historical Society 
To join, please complete and return the following information with your payment to: 
La Crosse County Historical Society, 145 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI 54601 
You may also reach us by phone: (608) 782-1980 or e-mail: admin@lchshistory.org

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

Phone Number: (    ) ____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________

Please enter my tax-deductible membership under the following category:

____$35 Individual ____$50 Family ____$125 Century ____$200 Corporate

____$250 Patron ____$500 Benefactor ____$1,000 Heritage ____$5,000 Fellows

____ I would like to give a one-time donation/memorial of (name and amount if memorial) _____________

We accept cash, check, or credit card: 

Credit Card # __________________________________ expiration date:___________security code on back________

A History of La Crosse, WI in the 
Twentieth Century
Susan Hessel and Gayda Hollnagel
750 pages

A Brief History of the Steamboat 
War Eagle
Robert Taunt
12 pages

A Brief History of the Steamboat 
War Eagle 
DVD

Images of America
La Crosse, WI
128 pages

The Hixon House
Susan Hessel and Catherine McNamara
91 pages

Cakes and Cookies Set 1
6 full color recipe cards from Ellen Hixon’s  
1904 Cookbook

Summer Refreshments Set 2
6 full color recipe cards from Ellen Hixon’s  
1904 Cookbook

Holiday Treats Set 3 
6 full color recipe cards from Ellen Hixon’s  
1904 Cookbook

Recipes to Remember
207 pages

Mail to: 
La Crosse County Historical Society 
145 West Ave. S La Crosse, WI 54601
Email order to: admin@lchshistory.org

Quantity __________  @ $25=  ____________

Quantity __________  @ $18=  ____________

Quantity __________  @ $11=  ____________

Quantity __________  @ $35=  ____________

Photo 
to come

Quantity __________  @ $9=  _____________

Quantity __________  @ $11=  ____________

Quantity __________  @ $6=  _____________

Quantity __________  @ $6=  _____________

Quantity __________  @ $6=  _____________

Your Total  ________________________
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In February 1930 Frohsinn presented several radio 
concerts and a folkdance concert. The group’s 1935 
Golden Jubilee was celebrated with a banquet, 
followed by a concert and dance in the Labor  
Temple for the general public. At the banquet, director 
Robert Isler was praised for his efficiency and sacrifice 
in keeping the society alive through the depression.  
That same summer, 20 singers and their wives 
and friends took a bus to the Madison festival, 
a memorable occasion because the concert was 
broadcast to Europe.

During World War II and the years that followed,  
the Frohsinn Society’s musical activities locally and in 
the Northwest Society declined. With the death of its pioneer founders and the increasing 
assimilation of German Americans, Frohsinn had difficulty attracting new membership. Annual spring concerts 
and dramatic performances continued, however, and the group contributed money and service to other  
La Crosse charitable and cultural organizations.

The last Saengerfest was held in La Crosse in 1959 at the Mary E. Sawyer Auditorium. I remember my 
grandfather’s excitement and enthusiasm in attending and performing. It was the last grand festival for the  
La Crosse organization, though members continued to travel to Saengerfests throughout the state for a number 
of years. 

In 1961 La Crosse began a new tradition to celebrate all things German – Oktoberfest. Carrying their heritage 
and history full circle, the Frohsinn Society participated in Oktoberfest’s Maple Leaf Parade throughout the 
early years, with floats featuring traditional German music and singers.

As Frohsinn’s membership aged and dwindled, meetings were held in member homes showing scenic films, 
with picnics in the summertime. The group celebrated its 100th Year Anniversary on January 12, 1985 with a 
banquet and singing, though only thirteen active members remained. The La Crosse Frohsinn Singing Society 
officially disbanded in 1995. All official records were turned over to the Archives Department of La Crosse 
Public Library.

Founded as a support and recreation for German speaking immigrants of the mid-19th century, the La Crosse 
Frohsinn Singing Society lasted a remarkable 110 years. Though only a memory today, during those years it 
fulfilled its purpose of bringing joy to its membership through community choral singing. 

Continued...La Crosse's German Singing Society

Germania Hall  
La Crosse, WI, 1908

Frohsinn Singing Society, 1907 
Image courtesy of the La Crosse  
Public Library
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Why Your Story Matters to the Rest of Us   
By Susan T. Hessel

I once bought my husband a coffee mug that had a  
“to-do list” on it. The ones I remember are: 

 1. Bring world peace.

 2. Cure cancer.

 3. Floss teeth.

That list is, of course, is silly – except for flossing  
your teeth. 

But it makes me think about how some people respond 
when their kids ask them to write their life story. 
They haven’t cured cancer or solved world problems 
so they think they have not accomplished anything. 
Thus, anything they might say would be unimportant.

It’s simply not true. Each of us has a story to share 
with our children and grandchildren who will reach 
a point in life when they really want to know what it 
was like for you, whatever it is. Young children may 
want to know about your childhood and how you met 
your spouse. They may also wonder about what you 
were doing when world and national events occurred 
and what you thought and felt at the time. 

It is true that a time may occur in those children’s 
lives when they are not interested. Then they find 
themselves in middle age and beyond wondering about 
their parents’ or grandparents’ history and about 
others in their family. Many middle aged and older 
adults find themselves in what I call, “I wish I knew 
syndrome.” A cause of this syndrome is not asking 
questions when you had the opportunity. I’m as guilty 
as anyone.

Even tough stuff in life is important to share because 
your resilience can inspire others. None of us skate 

through life without problems. How we deal with 
these challenges is what matters.

Even beyond your family, there are others who can 
benefit from your story. Historians and researchers 
can gather information – with permission – from even 
the most ordinary among us for history projects. 

The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse History 
Department has hundreds and hundreds of recorded 
interviews that it is working to digitize and index. 
These interviews of La Crosse residents have been 
done since the 1970s. They have hidden gems inside 
of all sorts of La Crosse history, including interviews 
with ordinary people.

Imagine an interest in the Stoddard Hotel, that 
downtown La Crosse hotel icon that once was the 
finest in La Crosse. Located at Fourth and State 
Streets, it housed such notables visiting La Crosse as 
Presidents John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon, Elvis 
Presley, Frank Lloyd Wright, Sinclair Lewis, Count 
Basie, Louis Armstrong, and Tallulah Bankhead. 

But what if your Aunt Henrietta stayed there? She 
might have remarked about how beautiful it was and 
how it was the place for weddings and social events in 
La Crosse. Her description of that experience can add 
meat to the bone of genealogists or other researchers 
or writers’ work. 

Your descriptions of working downtown might be 
very helpful if you owned a business or even worked 
downtown at a company during a certain time-period. 
I once interviewed a man who worked at The Elite 
during high school. He talked about what it was like 
when the only real shopping was downtown. He 
also described a day when he delivered candy to the 
Stoddard, being told by the owner to go in the kitchen 
entrance. The owner of The Elite stood up for him in 
a most delightful way. 

Writing your story can help you as well. Let’s assume 
you never asked your parents about their visit to the 
hotel for a wedding. You can use descriptions from 
other people about what such experiences were like.

Although I made my living in recent years as a 
personal historian – I’m no longer taking on clients 
– I was one of those people who didn’t ask questions 
when I had the opportunity. I was bored by the family 
stories until it was too late.

Personal Historian 
Susan T. Hessel
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I can’t ask them about life in the old country – Russia 
then and now Lithuania – but I learned about my 
family by reading biographies of Al Jolson. His father 

and my grandfather were 
brothers. Why would this 
help me as I never knew Al 
Jolson? Here’s what I wrote 
in our unpublished family 
history:

“Biographies written about 
Al Jolson are important 
to my family because they 
provide information about 
my Grandfather Abraham’s 
early history and the 
place from where our 

family came. Think Fiddler on the Roof (without the 
music) to get a picture of the shtetl (village) in which 
they lived. Srednike, also known as Seredzius, was a 
predominantly Jewish village on the Nieman River, 
about 18 miles downstream from Kovno, Lithuania. 
It was a shettl - a Jewish village Herbert G. Goldman 
described Srednike this way.”

“Seredzius consisted of one street bordered on both 
sides by wooden houses, two synagogues (one was 
used for holidays, the other for regular services), a 
Russian Orthodox church, a few small tradesmen’s 
shops, and a tavern. The Niemen River ran alongside 
the village and was the chief source of recreation for 
its people. It was a village not unlike those described 
in the tales of Sholem Aleichem [On which Fiddler on 
the Roof was based]. But Naomi Yoelson, Al’s mother, 
not Tevye the Dairyman, was the central character in 
Jolson’s childhood.”2

Someone will care about your life or that of your 
family, business and organization. You can bring 
understanding for what life was like when you lived 
in Onalaska or La Crosse, Rockland or Bangor. Your 
story in book, audio tape or video form is a legacy that 
will help others long after you are gone.
[1] Anita Taylor Doering and Archives staff, Stoddard Hotel Was 
a Show Place, La Crosse Public Library Archives, https://archives.
lacrosselibrary.org/blog/stoddard-hotel-was-a-show-place/

2 Herbert G. Goldman, Jolson: The Legend Comes to Life, 1988.

Continued...Why Your Story 
Matters to the Rest of Us

Volunteer Spotlight: Charles Haas 
By Susan T. Hessel

In the 49 years that Charles Haas has been a La 
Crosse County Historical Society volunteer, he has 
pretty much done it all. He’s painted, researched, 
served punch, led committees, done dishes, washed 
linens, and yes, he served on the board for more than 
a decade, including two terms as president. Now at 
92, he continues to help edit the publication you are 
reading and give tours at Historic Hixon House.   

What drives his passion for the society? Haas grew 
up in Withee, Wisconsin, a Clark County town and 
city named for Niram Haskall Withee (June 21, 1827 – 
July 1, 1887), an American politician and lumberman. 
When Haas came here to teach at La Crosse State, he 
discovered Withee had La Crosse ties. 

Born in Norridgewock, Maine, Withee settled in the 
village of North La Crosse, Wisconsin in 1852 and 
was in the logging and lumber business. He moved to 
a farm in 1870 in the town of Hixon, Clark County, 
Wisconsin but still maintained a house in La Crosse, 
where he died in 1880.   

Haas came to La Crosse in 1964 to teach speech 
at Wisconsin State University-La Crosse, now the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.

“When I came to La Crosse, I noticed a big house 
and found it was open for visiting. One Sunday, my 
wife Shirley and I visited. I was especially interested 
because the person that the town of Withee was 
named for knew the owner of this house, who was 
Gideon Hixon,” said Haas. 

Charles Haas, LCHS volunteer and 
former board president
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A few days after his first visit to Hixon House, the 
guide asked Haas if he wanted to join the Society and 
take a position on the board. Jim Brindley, who was 
part of W.A. Roosevelt Plumbing Company, was then 
board president.  

One of the roles he played over the years was punch 
maker for Historical Society events. It was suggested 
that there had to be a better recipe than the one they 
were using, so he asked Mary Hebberd, a long-time 
member of the society, for hers. “Fred [Skemp] and 
I changed the formula a bit,” he recalled. “It was 
acclaimed as very tasty. We always made sure we had 
a non-alcoholic option.”

To make it more economical, another member bought 
bottles of Vodka on sale throughout the year from a 
place called Grousing Hollow, a popular hunting place.  
“There could be some bottles left over somewhere for 
all I know,” he said.

He also brought the old Doerflinger’s Tea Room ice 
cream topping to the Hixon House Ice Cream Social, 
an event that he always enjoyed.

Haas loves local history, especially late 19th and early 
20th century. He has written histories, including one 
of a Hixon outbuilding known as the washhouse, 
and another that is a history of La Crosse’s First 
Congregational Church. 

“We did a lot of things that we probably shouldn’t 
have done,” he said, speaking of the old days at LCHS, 
“such as washing dishes and tablecloths.” 

The danger was in potentially damaging historic 
objects through ordinary use. Until the construction of 
the Swarthout addition to the Public Library building 
in the late 1970s, many of the Society’s artifacts 
were stored in the basement of the Hixon House. 
Sometimes guides went there to explore, bringing up 
items they thought were interesting and placing them 
in the house. 

“We were not trained as archivists,” Haas said. “We 
were not as careful as we are today, which is too bad.”

Luckily, Robert Hixon Glore, a long-time board 
member, who had known the house since childhood, 
was able to identify artifacts that were not original to 
the house. On his visits to La Crosse, he would spot 
items that should not be there and have them removed. 

This was an invaluable service, because one of the 
strengths of the house is the authenticity of  
its furnishings. 

Haas has been with LCHS long enough to see its 
focus and mission change, as it lost its reputation for 
being an exclusive social club and evolved into an 
organization with a broader role in the community. 

 “When I first started with the Historical Society 
there was a great deal of emphasis on genealogy,” 
Haas said. “If your ancestors didn’t come to La Crosse 
by the 1850s, they assumed you would not be that 
interested in the Hixon House. Now, the Hixons are 
seen as part of local history, but we are less a temple 
to the Hixons.” 

At the same time, there is increased appreciation 
for the historic importance of Hixon House, its 
relationship to local history, and the role of the Hixons 
as community leaders and philanthropists. Haas feels 
certain that Gideon and Ellen, who were modest New 
Englanders, and who loved the town they helped to 
build, would approve.

Continued...Volunteer Spotlight: Charles Haas

The LCHS Vision: 
Enriching lives through engagement 
with the history of La Crosse County 

The LCHS Mission Statement: 
La Crosse County Historical Society 

discovers, collects, preserves, and 
shares the history of La Crosse  

County, Wisconsin.
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Plum Pudding
Hallo! A great deal of steam! The pudding was out of the copper. A smell like a washing-day! That was the cloth.  

A smell like an eating-house and a pastrycook’s next door to each other, with a laundress’s next door to that! That was  
the pudding. In half a minute Mrs Cratchit entered: flushed, but smiling proudly: with the pudding, like a speckled cannon-
ball, so hard and firm, blazing in half of half-a-quartern of ignited brandy, and bedight with Christmas holly stuck into 

the top.

–Chapter 3, A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens

We all associate plum pudding with Christmas, but 
how many of us have actually made or even eaten one? 
Ellen Hixon’s cookbook has a recipe so we assume that 
this was something in the Hixon home. The history of 
this dish goes back to England and Ireland in Medieval 
times when dried plums were actually part of the 
ingredient list. Prunes were replaced by raisins in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, but the traditional 
name remained and the fruits were called “plums” 
interchangeably in the Victorian era. 

Like many ancient dishes, this one’s story is originally 
about food preservation. The sugars and alcohol 
produced by the fruit and treacle (molasses) would keep 
the pudding edible for up to a year. Later versions of the 
Christmas pudding used refined sugar or honey. 

Fortunately, our recipe uses readily available ingredients 
and has been kitchen tested by one of our volunteers. 
Plum Pudding is featured in the Holiday Treats set of 

Ellen’s Recipe Cards that we have produced for sale. Thanks again to volunteer Catherine McNamara for the 
photography and design of all three recipe card sets. They are available from our website or from the order 
form in this newsletter.

Happy Holidays and God bless us every one.
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Museums
The La Crosse County 
Historical Society owns 
and operates two museums 
conveniently located in 
downtown La Crosse, 
Wisconsin.

Hixon House  
429 7th St. North
(Corner of  N 7th and Badger 
Street)
Hours:
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Tues. – Sat. 10 am – 2 pm
 Closed Sunday & Monday

Riverside Museum 
410 East Veterans Memorial 
Drive
Riverside Park
(in the La Crosse Area 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
building)
Hours: 
 Mon - Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm
 Sunday 10:00 am - 4 pm

Note: Group (10 or more) tours 
at both museums are available 
year-round by appointment.


