
Enduring Families, Part 2: The Moss Family 
By Rebecca Mormann-Krieger

Many local people have heard of 
the Moss family, and know that 
they were barbers in La Crosse for 
several generations. What most of 
us do not know is the bigger story 
of the families of Cheyenne Valley, 
with whom they intermarried. 
Mormann-Krieger told the first part 
of this story in the June issue of this 
newsletter. Here she tells about the 
Mosses and the La Crosse connection 
to Cheyenne Valley. 

Life was challenging for most early 
settlers, but never more so than for 
the African Americans who had to 
negotiate the racism of a society that 
was clearly ambivalent about the 
very people they had fought a bloody 
war to free from slavery. Given this 
context, the story of Cheyenne Valley, 
with its multiracial settlers building 
a community together, reads like 
a lesson to be taken to heart. This is history that 
cannot be forgotten: it is history that gives us hope 
for the future. - Editor

“Zack Moss, Tonsorialist” the headline in the August 
3, 1907 edition of the La Crosse Argus announced.  
The article stated that Moss had one of the “best 
known shops” in the city, a “profitable patronage; 
largely among the railroad men who made their 
headquarters” on the North Side of La Crosse; had 

“good fair prices”, and was the 
“genial proprietor of the shop 
with only skilled workmen” 
employed.  Only the best shops 
had more than one chair and a 
Turkish bath; these, as well as a 
billiard table, were available at 
Moss and Waldon.  

After-hours railroad and 
riverboat men were entertained 
with the bare knuckle fights 
in a ring behind the shop.  
Zack Moss, Jr. frequently 
participated and won the 
matches.  As the news article 
concluded, “…whether a plain 
shave or a more elaborate 
service is needed, Mr. Moss is 
the man to see.”

Zachariah Moss, Sr. was a 
craftsman barber when he 

and his wife Mary came up the Mississippi 
on a packet boat in 1859.  Mary may have 

also practiced the trade or attended customers as the 
shampooer and hair stylist.  

Imagine traveling in 1860 on a steam boat up the 
Mississippi.  Packet boats and large luxury paddle 
wheels were a chance to get away, to experience life  
on the meandering Mississippi River.  

Stewards, chefs, and barbers on packet ships were 

Zacharia Lewis Moss  
1822-1902
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the best money could hire.  First class passengers 
came for the accommodations, meals, service, and 
entertainment.  Wealthy clients spent their days 
occupied with meals, small talk, smoking rooms 
and sewing circles, music and cribbage games, and 
personal grooming.  It was not a demanding life, 
unless you were in service to patrons.  Zachariah and 
Mary Moss were caretakers of personal grooming.  
Their work would take most of the day, every day.

Travel on the boat was slow, taking six days to get 
from New Orleans to La Crosse, but a lot faster than 
taking a wagon with horses.  Cholera in steerage was 
tragically rampant. The wealthy were aware of it as 
they watched southern shores reveal the grandeur of 
plantation houses with sprawling garden walkways 
to the river.  Evening hours travelers wandered the 
deck trying to catch a cool breeze as lumbering barges 
carried cotton north.   

Nearing St. Louis the Ohio River spilled into the 
Mississippi. Probably everyone was amazed at the 
tremendous congestion.   Over a hundred packet boats 
docked in St. Louis each day. Further north, railroad 
bridges dominated the skyline at river junctions.   
The great river was the transportation north and 
south, while railroads dominated east and west.  La 
Crosse was a hub for transportation in the Midwest, 
with multiple railroad lines and a natural river harbor.  
Zachariah and Mary Moss had found a perfect place to 
call home.

Zachariah Lewis Moss was born a free man about 
1824 in Wheeling, Virginia, an industrial town 
with two major railroads in western Virginia along 
the Ohio River.  The population, a concentration of 
middle class German immigrants, held anti-slavery 
sentiments.  Political and social convictions were 
changing rapidly within the United States, peaking 
with the election of 1860, which brought about the 
secession of Southern states.  In 1861 West Virginia 
seceded from Virginia, and Zachariah Moss traveled 
to Wisconsin with his wife, Mary (Hunter) Moss  
(born in Georgia about 1845).

As dictated by fashion or comfort men searched for  
the services of a barber, as women did for a hair stylist. 
In centuries past wealthy men did not shave at home.  
These matters were taken care of by a personal barber, 
and this relationship was deeply regarded & respected. 

Haircuts in the 19th century cost five to ten cents, 
and shaves three cents.  African American barbers 
held a monopoly in La Crosse until 1875.  In their 
shops barbers were ranked by seniority and served 
primarily white clientele.  La Crosse had no businesses 
established for “Black Only” clientele.   Barbers in 
most towns and cities North and South claimed they 
did not have the supplies available to cut and shave 
African American hair, but it probably had more to  
do with serving black clientele alongside white 
clientele;  it might have destroyed the financial income 
of the shop.

The riverboat business was good for Zachariah and 
Mary Moss.  They earned enough money to establish 
a barber business.  They had never been slaves, 
probably never saw themselves as menials, and had 
a self-esteem gained from awareness as individuals. 
(Knights of the Razor; Black Barbers in Slavery and 
Freedom, Douglas Walter Bristol, Jr., 2009)

By 1866 Zachariah and Mary owned a barbershop 
with Augustus Thompson (Thompson and Moss) on 
Pearl Street between 2nd and 3rd streets.  At that time 
there were five barbers in La Crosse. 

Four were African American, including three men 
and one woman (shop of Lydia and Henderson Moss).  
By 1868 Zachariah and Mary owned two different 
properties on Pearl Street with new partner Abram 
Holland (Moss and Holland). 

Zacharias Henry Moss 
1866-1935
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Silent City is Getting Better and Better 
By Susan T. Hessel
If you liked the La Crosse County Historical Society’s 
2016 Discover the Silent City, you will love the lineup 
for 2017’s event called Leaving a Mark – Artists of  
La Crosse. 

“It's wonderful to focus on artists this year,” said 
Diane Breeser, Silent City director.  “They have long 
been the archivists of culture, and help to preserve 
the past for us through words, 
music and pictures. The Arts 
have been a stabilizing force 
throughout history.” 

Discover the Silent City is an 
annual tour of the Oak Grove 
Cemetery with stops at the 
graves of noted La Crosse 
people. Local actors portray 
these people, dramatizing their 
stories for visitors. Walking 
tours through Oak Grove 
Cemetery will be 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, September 16. 

“I thought last year’s Discover 
the Silent City: Remarkable 
Women of La Crosse was the 
best production ever. Now 
I think this year will be 
even better,” said Historical 
Society Executive Director 
Peggy Derrick. 

Added Breeser, “We have a very talented group of 
actors again this year! Some are new to Silent City, 
and some have done it before and are excited to be a 
part of it again.”

Who are the artists portrayed and the actors 
representing them?

Helen Mae Hoeft (1894-1969), with her business 
partner Millard Reynolds (1862-1947), was an award-
winning photographer and a pioneer businesswoman 
in the early 1900s. They opened Paramount Photo 
Studio, which was a pioneer business in mail order 
photo development. “Deborah Nerud, a strong person 
and wonderful actor, performs as Hoeft. This actor 
portrayed Pastor Nellie Mann Opdale in 2016’s Silent 
City,” said Breeser.  

Sean McDevitt, “a gem of an actor,” portrays Millard 
Reynolds. McDevitt “can do anything,” the event 
director said. This being his debut with Silent City, 
Breeser thought a scene with Nerud would work well.  
They appeared onstage together in “Macbeth,” at La 
Crosse Community Theatre.  “I have done a few shows 
with Sean, and I know he is such a professional, gifted 

actor!” Breeser said.

Lillian Annin Pettingill 
(1871-1953) was a painter, art 
teacher and founder of the La 
Crosse Association for Arts 
and Crafts. Susan Fox, who is 
very involved with community 
issues and has been a staple of 
local theatre for nearly forty 
years, portrays Pettingill. In 
2016, Fox was Dr. Abigail 
Adams in the scene with 
Deborah Nerud as Pastor 
Nellie. “I am thrilled to have 
Susan as Lillian, because Susan 
is also an artist and painter,” 
Breeser said.

Emil Berg (1843-1894) was 
a Norwegian immigrant, 

talented tenor and 
musical conductor 
of the Sangerkor, a 

Norwegian-American male chorus. He is portrayed 
by Mark Mattison, who is making his Silent City 
debut. He was eager to participate after watching his 
wife Wendy Mattison perform in 2016’s Silent City 
as Grace Pettingill Hogan Van Steenwyk.  Mark and 
Wendy are both active in theatre and music. “I wanted 
Mark as singer Emil Berg, who was also referred to 
as ‘the silver-voiced tenor of the Northwest,’” Breeser 
said. “Plus, Mark is a story-teller and Emil's story is 
peppered with anecdotes and music.”

Lillian Davenport (1884-1964) was an African 
American pianists and vocalist, who played every 
orchestral instrument. She also arranged music 
and directed orchestras. Davenport entered the 
music scene in 1920 performing on the Vaudeville 
circuit. Denise Christy is a retired High School 

Wendy Mattison portrayed Grace Van Steenwyk in the 2016 Discover 
the Silent City, and regaled the audience with Van Steenwyk’s 

unintentionally comic exploits.
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Continued...Silent City is Getting Better and Better

English teacher who spent her teaching years in the 
Milwaukee Public School system. After retirement, 
she joined her husband in the La Crosse area because 
this is where he is from. She is active as a singer and 
dancer in several groups in the La Crosse area herself, 
and is looking forward to playing Davenport because 
of this.

"I'm looking forward to working with Denise,” 
Breeser said. “Her background of teaching and musical 
talents sounds perfect for Lillian Davenport!  I am 
so glad she wants to be a part of Silent City and the 
timing is perfect. I think she will be magical to watch 
as she brings Lillian to life — and of course Lillian's 
point of view will be fascinating." 

Nicholas Ray (1893-1975), was an award-winning 
movie director, known for “Rebel Without a Cause” 
and “Flying Leathernecks,” among other films. 
Rhys Wolff, who portrays Ray, is well-known for his 
regular comedy show “Live! From La Crosse,” but also 
can be a very serious, edgy actor. “Rhys was my first 
choice for brooding film director, Nicholas Ray, and I 
was happy that he was available to do it!” Breeser said. 
“This is Rhys' first time doing The Silent City.”

He is in a scene with Suzanne Young, who portrays 
his mentor and teacher Helen Dyson (1893-1975).  
“Suzanne is just a solid, trustworthy veteran of 

Buy Your Silent City  
Tickets Now!

New this year — Pre-purchase your 
tickets to select your walking tour time. 

Tours depart every 15 minutes and 
are expected to last approximately 90 

minutes. The 10:30am motorcoach tour 
is available again this year thanks to 
Mayo Clinic Health Systems.  Tickets 
may be ordered from the La Crosse 

County Historical Society, 
 www.lchshistory.com, or by calling the 

office at 608 782-1980.  
(Tickets may also be purchased at 

 the event.) 

theatre,” Breeser said. She played Miss Daisy in the La 
Crosse Community Theatre's “Driving Miss Daisy,” 
and Professor Ashford, in Community Theatre’s 
“Wit.” She also recently played Benjamin Franklin in 
“The Alternative Truth” Project's “1776” at The Pump 
House. “If anyone can command the role of a leader/
teacher/mentor, it's Suzanne,” the director said. “I was 
happy she was available this year for her first time in 
The Silent City.”

Leona Linker, portrayed inside the mausoleum by Terry Visger, was 
one of the “Remarkable Women of La Crosse” featured in the 2016 

performance of Discover the Silent City.

The LCHS Vision: 
Enriching lives through engagement with the 

history of La Crosse County

 

The LCHS Mission Statement: 
La Crosse County Historical Society discovers, 
collects, preserves, and shares the history of 

La Crosse County, Wisconsin.
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La Crosse County Historical Society Presents:  

Purchase Tickets: 145 West Ave South  (608) 782-1980  www.LCHShistory.org  
Pre-Purchase tickets to select your tour time! 

10:30am Motor Coach Tour available thanks to: Presented in collaboration with: 

Oak Grove Cemetery– La Crosse 
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As you flip through this newsletter you will notice articles about donors. 
Donors are so important to the survival and growth of LCHS that I want 
to recognize them and at the same time make all our members—who, after 
all, are donors too, realize just how important your support is to us.  La 
Crosse County Historical Society is a private not-for-profit corporation. We 
are not part of county government. Your taxes do not directly support us or 
our museums, but your donations do. Every membership is not just a vote of 
confidence in our programs, it’s a real addition to our bottom line, and helps 
pay for programs and collection management. 

Without you there would be no LCHS. It is not written in a constitution 
somewhere that La Crosse County must have a history museum, or an 
organization whose mission it is to preserve and share local history. Nor is it 
an automatic assumption that we will have the financial support necessary to 
continue to grow in our role and our mission. Every single month the board of 
directors and I review financial reports and compare numbers: how much was 
budgeted; how much spent; how much received? We are always watching the 
numbers and working to increase funding for the purpose of increasing our outreach and our effectiveness in 
fulfilling our mission.  

Membership is just one way to support LCHS. Donations for special projects, donations for general operating 
revenue, gifts to grow our endowment: LCHS relies on all of these to pay the bills, keep the lights on, and 
assure that funding will be available into the future. 

Making a donation is easy! You can do it through our website, or by check, in person or by mail. Bequests are 
another way that donors help us to continue our work, and I would be very happy to talk to you about planned 
giving. With a bequest you can make a planned future gift and know that programming you care about will 
continue for future generations.

Thank you to all of you reading this who are members, and thank you to all who have donated in other ways, 
through volunteering and through supporting our programming with direct contributions.  This issue of Past, 
Present & Future is dedicated to you. We couldn’t do this without you.

LCHS has received a very generous donation from Robert Skemp Sr. He and his wife 
Frances had created an account for bequests to the non-profits and charities they 
have supported. After Frances passed away in April of this year, Bob decided there 
was no point in waiting any longer to distribute those funds, and so he made their 
donation to LCHS of $9,000 in July.

It was his wish that the gift be used to grow the small investment account that 
LCHS manages as an endowment: this will help give the Society income for 
operating expenses for years to come. Donors such as the Skemps have the choice 
of supporting programming or making a gift to our endowment. Both paths are 
equally important to the health of the organization.

Bob is a former LCHS board member and served as board president from 1989 

Donation from Former LCHS Board Member Builds 
Endowment Fund

The Importance of Donors
By: Peggy Derrick, Executive Director/Curator

Peggy Derrick 
Executive Director/Curator

Robert Skemp Sr. and wife,  
Frances Skemp
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Two La Crosse County Historical Society volunteers, Joe Theisen 
and Mary Swingle, know how important the Hixon House is for  
La Crosse. 

“This is one of the prime symbols of old La Crosse,” said 
Theisen, who has served as a history re-enactor and a trolley 
guide. “This house is a history of the people who built it and 
decorated it, especially since workers did this fine work by 
hand.”
Swingle had a similar comment. “I don’t think people in La Crosse 
realize the gem they have in this house,” she said. “This is a piece  
of history not just for people in the United States but from all over 
the world.”

Knowing the Hixon House importance, the two long-time Society friends 
teamed up this summer to renovate a portion of the porch. Swingle 
provided the materials for the renovation, while Theisen provided the labor. 

“I ripped out 41 rotten decking boards and replaced them with tongue and groove decking,” he said. “The porch 
is important for large tour groups like those from the American Queen. Passengers get dropped off in front 
from circulating motorcoaches. The porch is where they wait for the next bus.”

 “It needed to be done,” Swingle said. “It is important to take care of the house because it is such an important 
part of La Crosse history.”

As a docent, she sees many excited visitors to the house, which is special because it is filled with the possessions 
that family members purchased and brought to their home. “It’s not like they are reading history, they are 
inside history. They ask a lot questions. I also like talking about the family that was there and who brought the 
house to life. The house is so complete and that is so rare for a historic house.”

Any house requires upkeep, but an historic one has special needs. “There is a lot of constant upkeep in a home 
like this. It costs a lot of money,” Swingle said. “I’d like to see more support for the house from the city.”

The work on the porch alone needs to be redone periodically because it is at the mercy of heat, rain and snow. 
The good news is Theisen is someone who loves old houses. “I’ve restored several in my lifetime,” he said.

In working on the house, he honors the original work. “These artisans and craftsmen had skills and the time 
back then to do this work by hand for $1 to $2 a day wages,” he said. “These artisans and craftsmen are almost 
nonexistent today. I do not modernize anything. I just replace and repair it.”

Volunteers are at the heart of the La Crosse County Historical Society, according to Executive Director Peggy 
Derrick. “I would be surprised if any nonprofit in La Crosse does as much as we do on the budget we have. As 
small as our budget is, we couldn’t fulfill our responsibilities without our volunteers and donors.”

LCHS Donations Come in Many Forms And Are Much Appreciated
By Susan T. Hessel

Multi-talented volunteer Joe Theisen replaced 
and painted the porch by the front door at  
Hixon House.

through 1991. Although his term of service was over twenty years ago, he is still committed to our mission of 
improving the quality of life in La Crosse County through the preservation and sharing of its heritage.  It's my 
hope that his example will be an inspiration to others.     

If you would like to “be like Bob” and make a mid-year gift to La Crosse County Historical Society, or set up 
a  Planned Gift, just contact the the office. Either one is a wonderful way to make a significant difference to the 
future of LCHS.
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Rarely did a barber shop have more than two chairs.  
Only shops in exclusive hotels had more than one 
chair. However, Zachariah “Zack” Moss, Sr. had 
a three-chair barber shop in 1890 with his son, 
Zachariah Henry Moss, Jr., and Ashley Shivers (who 
would become his brother-in-law in 1897).  A shop 
such as this would have a bootblack, who worked for 
tips; an apprentice, who received his room and board 
from one of the owners; and a porter who received 
a regular wage to guide customers within the shop.  
Good service, good conversation, coffee, the morning 
paper and even a bit of breakfast made barbershops 
popular and profitable. 

Within a few years of their arrival in La Crosse, 
Zachariah Lewis and Mary Moss had two children, 
Zachariah Henry and Ella.   Zachariah Sr. made his 
income as a barber and his wealth through real estate 
investments.  The Moss family found financial success 
along with the growing La Crosse community.  They 
had two more children, Ernest and Anna. Mary Moss 
became known for her work with the Methodist 
Church.  Literary circles and church organizations 
identified a social hierarchy in La Crosse, but also 
provided community programs.   The La Crosse 
Historical Society publication,  Black La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, 1850-1906, by Bruce Mouser,  describes 
Zachariah Moss, Sr. as a “known” person.  

The colloquialism of the day calls him a “swell,” or 
a person of wealth or high position, typically one 
perceived as fashionable or stylish.  Zachariah and 
Mary Moss’s home was open to relatives getting 
newly settled in La Crosse, and they were available 

for investments in business. Zachariah was also a 
labor leader, along with African American residents 
Nathan Smith and George Erwin Taylor. 

In 1879 when Zack, Jr. was fourteen he came to 
work as an apprentice in the barber shop on the 
corner of Mill and St. Andrew Street in La Crosse.  
In 1884, Zachariah Lewis Moss, Sr. named his shop 
Moss and Son when Zack, Jr. was twenty-two  
years old. 

The La Crosse Leader in 1869 wrote about Zachariah 
Lewis Moss: “Go into Moss and Holland’s new barber 
shop…and see the old hands at work.  Take down your 
old razor to get ground, get shaved while it is ground, 
and you will be sure to ‘leave’ it there…you will forget 
all about your razor.”  

The La Crosse Argus in 1907 called Zacharias Henry 
Moss “one of the best known barbers” and “good fair 
prices his motto…whether a plain shave or a more 
elaborate service is needed Mr. Moss is the man  
to see.”

There were three generations of barbers in the Moss 
Family, and as many in the Revels Family.   
In 1900, five families worked as barbers in La Crosse:  
Zachariah Moss, Sr., Zachariah Moss, Jr. (married to 
Emma Waldon [Revels]), Ashley Shivers (married to 
Ellen Waldon [Revels]), Joseph Revels (married to 
Adelia Bass [Waldon-Revels]), and Charles Loving 
(son of Birletta Waldon [Revels] and Andrew Loving).  
Zack Moss, Sr., Zack Moss, Jr. and Ashley Shivers 
made it possible for young people from Cheyenne 
Valley to find beginnings in La Crosse.  They opened 
their homes as boarding houses until the next 
generation could get themselves established 
in business.

Continued...Enduring Families, Part 2: The Moss Family

Orby Moss 
Sr holding 

Orby Junior 
in front of 
his barber 

shop in 1942 

Orby’s 
wife, Robbi 
Moss, with 
Raymond 
and John  
in 1944
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Continued...Enduring Families, Part 2: The Moss Family

The Moss family is one of the 
longest continuous founding 
families in La Crosse, WI.  Zack 
Moss, Jr.’s son, Orby Z. Moss, 
became a 3rd generation barber 
working in La Crosse until his 
death in 1972.  His shop was on 
Copeland Avenue, not far from 
his father’s shop on Mill Street.

The June issue of Past, Present 
and Future featured the story of 
Cheyenne Valley being settled by 
the Revels family in the 1850s.  
Mycajah and Morning Jacobs 
Revels had fifteen children, who married 
into 10 different families.  Each of these children had 
ten to fifteen children of their own.  By the 1880s their 
grandchildren needed to look for marriage partners 
outside the valley.  After the Civil War many people 
were migrating north, and new families arrived in 
the valley, but there still was a great need for young 
people to move to the city.

Communities in Wisconsin such as La Crosse, 
Madison, and Prairie du Chien were situated along the 
rivers, rail and stagecoach routes that crossed near 
Revels Valley.  These communities provided the goods 
not manufactured by hand, grown or hunted in the 
valley, offered schools of higher education, and enticed 
young people away from home.

Elizabeth (Revels) and Samuel Waldon were married 
in the Lick Creek Settlement, after moving from 
North Carolina in 1830s, and were part of the original 
group to move to the valley.  Five of their daughters 
lived in LaCrosse at some point in their lives.  Ashley 
Shivers and Ellen Waldon married in Cheyenne Valley 
and then moved to La Crosse, taking her sisters 
Mariah, Malinda, and Birletta with them.  Eventually 
Birletta moved to Sparta where other Waldon 
members lived.  Here she married Andrew Loving.  
Emma Waldon moved to Battle Creek, Michigan, with 
other relatives.  While living there she married Zack 
Moss, Jr. and later moved to La Crosse. 

In conjunction with the La Crosse County Historical 
Society, I (Rebecca Mormann-Krieger) am writing a 
drama, called Enduring Families, about the Shivers, 
Revels, and Moss families, who are founding families 

in the La Crosse and Hillsboro 
area.  The research through 
primary documents, personal 
interviews, state and federal 
documents, and newspaper 
collection stretches from 
Georgia, North Carolina, 
and Virginia to Indiana and 
Michigan and finally to La 
Crosse.  It follows the twenty 
year, cross-country movements 
of roughly twelve families as 
they kept one step ahead of 
the Indian Removal Act, Black 

Codes, and Fugitive Slave Act, and then 
settled in Hillsboro and established 

a strong economic and social relationship with La 
Crosse.   Rebecca Mormann-Krieger, Denise Christy-
Moss, and Glen Scott Copper are doing the research 
and writing the play. George Italiano is assisting 
with the research collections at the La Crosse County 
Historical Society.

This drama is slated to begin school performances in 
May 2018.  Enduring Families supports the idea that 
diversity and inclusion are as easy or difficult as living 
within a family unit or neighborhood.  The Revels 
Family established a unique community in Cheyenne 
Valley.   After the Civil War people migrated to 
the valley but by the 1880s it became necessary for 
young people to search outside the valley for financial 
opportunities, as well as spouses.  

The drama interweaves family history with the 
regional history of La Crosse.  The families are 
enduring not only because their descendants are still 
here, but because we all are still here.  Wisconsin 
created an environment where we all were able to find 
a home, creating vibrant communities that welcomed 
each generation of migrant or immigrant people.  
The strength of our relationships is not based upon 
race, ethnic background, or religion, but rather the 
sturdiness of our character.  
(All photos courtesy of the Moss family)

Orby Moss in his barbershop 
1971
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September 15th– September 24th– Onalaska Buffalo Wild Wings –Eat Out to Help Out 
Show teammate card in newsletter with you for donation!  3132 Marketplace Onalaska 

 

September 16th 11am-3pm -Discover the Silent City  
  Oak Grove Cemetery 1407 La Crosse St 

 

October 7th 2pm-6pm -Historic Pub Crawl 
A guided walking tour featuring local brewery history in downtown La Crosse 

 

October 14th– Historic Downtown Day 
Events hosted downtown by Downtown Mainstreet 

 

October 27th– Museum After Dark 
 A flashlight tour at 145 West Ave 

 

November 8th 6pm-9pm -Wine Guyz- Eat Out to Help Out,  
122 King St 

 

December 2nd,3rd & 9th,10th 12-2pm– Hixon House Holidays 
 Historic Hixon House, 429 N 7th St  

 

February 3rd– Remember When 
Court Above Main, 420 Main St. 
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The La Crosse County Historical Society 
To join, please complete and return the following information with your payment to:

La Crosse County Historical Society, 145 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI 54601
You may also reach us by phone: (608) 782-1980 or e-mail: admin@lchshistory.org

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

Phone Number: (    ) ____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________

Please enter my tax-deductible membership under the following category:

____$35 Individual ____$50 Family ____$125 Century ____$200 Corporate

____$250 Patron ____$500 Benefactor ____$1,000 Heritage ____$5,000 Fellows

____ I would like to give a one-time donation/memorial of (name and amount if memorial) _____________

We accept cash, check, or credit card: 

Credit Card # __________________________________ expiration date:_________security code on back______

Board of  Directors 
President

Candace Brown

Vice President
Sheri Tuttle Ross

Secretary
Donna Finn

Treasurer
Angela Erdenberger

Directors
Toni Asher
Paul Beck

Fred Hixon Glore
Lynn Harlan

Jonathan Rimmert

LCHS Staff
Executive Director/

Curator
Peggy Derrick

Peggy@lchshistory.org

Office Manager
Tiffany Lawrence

Tiffany@lchshistory.org

Collections Specialist
Amy Vach 

Amy@lchshistory.org

Directed Giving
By Candace Brown, LCHS Board President

Where does my membership money or donation go? When we think of donating to 
LCHS, perhaps we think about a particular project or event such as the  Hixon House 

restoration or the new museum (renewal campaign) fund. It’s true that these projects were 
completed through the generosity of our donors; but what if LCHS isn’t currently doing 
a new, big fundraising campaign? Why would we seek donations, and for what purposes? 
OPERATING EXPENSES: the dull sounding, yet crucial element that literally allows us 

to open the doors and turn on the lights at our facilities. 

The LCHS mission to discover, collect, preserve, and share the history of La Crosse 
County means that we have programs and services that are offered to the public at 

little or no extra cost. Our staff and volunteers care for our artifact collection, create 
educational programming such as the History in a Bag lecture series and Discover  
the Silent City; keep our offices on West Avenue and Riverside Museum running 

efficiently; and create membership benefits such as this newsletter or website.  Even 
though LCHS is operating with a balanced budget, we do this by holding expenses to 

their minimum with little flexibility to expand programming or collections management. 
For instance, we were recently forced to replace the air conditioning system at West Ave., 

an unplanned expense.

LCHS also keeps up the 160 year old property that is the Hixon House and its Visitor 
Center. How many of our members know what it is like to maintain an old house?  

How would you also like to host thousands of people each year?  It might surprise you to 
know that entrance fees at the Hixon House, even though our numbers are good and we 
are always working to improve them with new events, do not equal the costs of upkeep at 

the property.

Thank you for the generosity of your membership and your patience for reading this 
note. Please consider expanding your membership renewal to the next level or adding 

an additional donation. Please consider asking your friends and family to become LCHS 
members and to attend our events. Please consider adding LCHS to your planned  

giving arrangements.
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Museums
The La Crosse County 
Historical Society owns 
and operates two museums 
conveniently located in 
downtown La Crosse, 
Wisconsin.

Hixon House  
429 7th St. North
(Corner of  N 7th and Badger 
Street)
Hours:
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Tues. – Sat. 10 am – 2 pm
 Closed Sunday & Monday

Riverside Museum 
410 East Veterans Memorial 
Drive
Riverside Park
(in the La Crosse Area 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
building)
Hours: 
 Mon - Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm
 Sunday 10:00 am - 4 pm

Note: Group (10 or more) tours 
at both museums are available 
year-round by appointment.

Wine Guyz  
122 King St  

 

Wednesday November 8th  
6-8pm 

 
A percentage of ALL sales from the time will be donated back to La 

Crosse County Historical Society 
We will also have a small silent auction to help raise additional funds 

for LCHS! 
NO flyer or card required for donation 

Visit the Onalaska Buffalo Wild Wings  
anytime between  

September 15th- September 24th  
and La Crosse County Historical Society  

will receive 10% of your purchase! 
If you call the LCHS office before September 15th 

you can purchase a gift card ($25 increments) to pay for your 
purchase and LCHS will receive an additional 8%! 
(The extra 8% is from our Shop With Scrip fundraising program, this is not 
available from cards purchased at the restaurant or another establishment) 

September 15th– September 24th 
Card required for donation 

Eat Out to Help Out and a portion of your purchase will be donated back to  La Crosse County Historical Society! 


