
La Crosse’s Not So Bad Boy: 

t is the great ambition of our life to bring to the 
notice of the people of the world the curative 
powers of the La Crosse water, that all who may be 

suffering from any diseases, however, complicated, may 
be cured, and all men may become healthy, and women, 
too, and doctors will have to go out harvesting.”
With those opening words, George W. Peck described 
what he called “La Crosse Nebecudneezer Water,” a 
claim that La Crosse’s H20 cures what ails you. “We 
could give the names of many who have been snatched 
from the grave – the La Crosse water is a regular body 
snatcher,” he continued.
Good to know. 
Peck was a complicated man, an amusing writer, and 
a two-term Wisconsin governor. He was said to be 
Wisconsin’s first, if not the country’s first, comedian 
turned governor.
That bit of writing was published – without indication 
of where it was printed initially – in Peck’s Fun, 
a collection of his columns from his Peck’s Sun 
newspapers in La Crosse and Milwaukee. With Peck, a 
writer whose tongue was permanently implanted in his 
cheek, it is unclear if he was sincere or humorous at that 
moment.
Peck was best known for his characters, Peck’s Bad Boy 
and Peck’s Bad Girl, who would be mischievous youth 
by today’s standards, not the juvenile delinquents they 
were thought to be in the 19th century. 
The 1918 “Peck’s Bad Girl” movie is lost, but you can 
see “Peck’s Bad Boy” movies via YouTube. Pamela 
Short wrote this summary of Peck’s Bad Girl for the the 
Internet Movie Database: 

Minnie Penelope Peck (Mabel Normand), the village 
scamp of Yaphank, accompanies her father to the bank 
to demand the nine dollars owed him for his work as a 
night watchman. When the bank president refuses to pay 
Peck, Minnie posts a sign which states that the bank is 
insolvent, whereupon all of the depositors immediately 
demand their money. The fire department is called in 
to quell the mob, but things get worse when Minnie 
accidentally turns on the fire hose. Minnie is saved 
from reform school by a new woman in town, Hortense 
Martinot (Corinne Barker), who hires the tomboy to 

Wisconsin Governor Peck  By Susan T. Hessel

Governor George Peck, ca. 1894. Photo from the Photo 
from the La Crosse Public Library Archives. 
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Governor Peck Continued...
model clothing in her shop. After falling in love with 
Dick ( Earle Foxe ), a jewelry store proprietor, Minnie 
discovers that Hortense, in league with two gentlemen 
from the city, is planning to rob the bank. With the help 
of Dick, who is actually a detective, Minnie captures the 
crooks and then accepts a wedding ring from her jewelry 
salesman.
Peck’s introduction to Peck’s Fun gives a flavor for his 
characters:
 “Gents – If you have made up your minds that the world 
will cease to move unless these ‘Bad Boy’ articles are 
given to the public in book form, why go ahead, and 
peace to your ashes. The ‘Bad Boy’ is not a ‘myth,’ 

although 
there may be 
stretches of 
imagination 
in the 
articles. The 
counterpart 
of this boy 
is located in 
every city, 
village and 
country hamlet 
throughout 
the land. He is 
wide awake, 
full of vinegar 
and is ready 
to crawl under 
the canvas 
of a circus 
or repeat 
a hundred 
verses of 

the New Testament in Sunday School. He knows where 
every melon patch in the neighborhood is located, and 
what hours the dog is chained up. He will tie an oyster 
can to a dog’s tail to give the dog exercise, or will fight 
at the drop of the hat to protect the smaller boy or a 
school girl. He gets in his work everywhere there is a 
fair prospect of fun, and his heart is easily touched by an 
appeal in him to make a mark in the world, and then he 
buckles on the harness and goes to the front and becomes 
successful, and those who said he would end up in State 
Prison, then remember he was always a pretty smart 
lad, and they never tire of telling of some of his deviltry 

when he was a boy, though they thought  he was pretty 
tough at the time. This book is respectfully to the boys, 
to the men who have been boys themselves, to the girls 
who like the boys, and to the mothers who like both the 
boys and girls.”
He ran on a serious issue – repealing the Bennett Law, 
which mandated school attendance and that all lessons 
be in English, even in parochial schools serving German-
speaking children. 
Governor William D. Hoard expected re-election in 
1890 by fanning anti-German fever, saying, he was 
the one who would better serve these immigrants’ 
children, not their parents. "We must fight alienism and 
selfish ecclesiasticism….The parents, the pastors and 
the church have entered into a conspiracy to darken 
the understanding of the children, who are denied by 
cupidity and bigotry the privilege of even the free 
schools of the state.” 
In La Crosse, Peck was voted chief of police in 1873 
after battling the police department. He served as chief 
clerk of the State Assembly and then Milwaukee mayor. 
He ran for governor in 1890 as a Democrat and won, 
along with Democrats in other races across the state. It 
was a backlash against the Bennett Law which was later 
repealed.
Peck called the Bennett Act “unwise and unnecessary. In 
many of its provisions it is an arbitrary and unjustifiable 
interference with parental rights, individual freedom and 
the liberty of conscience, and I therefore recommend its 
prompt repeal.” 
Peck was re-elected in 1892 to a second two-year 
term, but lost a third. He ran again in 1904, losing to 
fighting Bob La Follett from the Progressive wing of the 
Republican Party.
Born in New York, Peck came with his parents to 
Wisconsin when he was 2-1/2 years old. He was a printer 
and then owned several Wisconsin newspapers. After 
being held a prisoner of war in the Civil War, he worked 
for Marcus “Brick” Pomeroy’s Democrat in New York 
and later for the La Crosse Democrat.
Pomeroy was originally in favor of the Civil War until 
President Lincoln freed the slaves. His newspaper then 
reflected his Copperhead politics, meaning opposition 
to the Civil War and a desire for immediate peace with 
the Confederate States. "We are willing to fight till death 
for the common good of a common man, but will not 

(continued on page 7)

Governor George Peck, ca. 1882. Photo from 
the La Crosse Public Library Archives. 



The Riverside Museum, in the old Fish Hatchery 
building at the north end of Riverside Park, had a much-
needed “freshening up” this spring. It was not the re-
do that it actually needs. That would have required a 
building engineer, exhibit designer, and big grants to pay 
for the work.  
But with no guarantee of our continued presence in the 
Riverside Museum from its owner, the city of La Crosse, 
we are doing what we can to make our museum of local 
history an attractive destination for a diverse audience of 
residents, visitors, and school groups.
Our original thought was, “Let’s just update a few of 
the interpretive labels.” That turned into several weeks 
of repainting, rearranging, better lighting, new artifact 
displays, and a whole series of newly written text panels.
Did you know we have a large collection of all the 
different kinds of mussels in the Mississippi River that 
were used in the pearl button industry? The case of river 
mussels got a complete update, and was repainted and 
moved to a brighter location above the display about the 
pearl button industry. Visitors see the scientific name and 
popular name of each mussel. Tools of the pearl button 
industry and examples of buttons are below for viewing.
LCHS has a small, but rich collection of Native 
American artifacts. We especially wanted to display 
items made by the Ho-Chunk that relate directly to 
the culture and history in this region. Josephine Lee, 
Museum Curator for the Ho-Chunk Nation, reviewed our 
collection, helped select items for exhibit, and advised 
on appropriate interpretation. Beautiful pieces are on 
display now: a calumet, tomahawk, lacrosse stick, and 
basketry and beadwork, all products of great technical 
and aesthetic expertise. 
The Ho-Chunk display 
cases include items made 
for personal use as well 
products that were sold. 
They show the use of 
materials before and after 
contact with European 
Americans arriving in 
what is now La Crosse.
A Ho-Chunk basket, for 
example, illustrates the 
results of a complicated 
process that starts with an 
ash tree log and results 

Renovations at Riverside Museum  By Peggy Derrick
in a sturdy market basket.  In the early 20th century, 
Ho-Chunk sold these baskets on the street in downtown 
La Crosse, and they were commonly used for shopping 
before grocery stores supplied customers with disposable 
bags. These baskets were extremely strong and lasted a 
long time—and were entirely biodegradable. 
We also added a case of artifacts that tell part of the story 

of the creation of the modern city of La Crosse. The 
transformation of Prairie La Crosse into a city of streets 
and houses began with surveyors who divided the land 
up according to a grid in a system known as platting. 
Surveyors measured with a surveyor’s compass and a 
measuring chain called a Gunter’s chain. They recorded 
their measurements and notes in small bound journals. In 
a literal sense, these items created the layout of the town 
that we know today.
Of course, the Riverside is still “the War Eagle Museum” 
with a large room filled with some of the 648 artifacts 
that diver Dennis Brandt collected from the site of the 
sunken steamboat, which lies only a few hundred feet 
away at the bottom of the Black River. Items from dishes 
from the dining salon to the engineer’s tools to ax blades 
that had been cargo are on display, bringing to life the 
story of the War Eagle and the lively riverboat town that 
was La Crosse in 1870. 
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Ho-Chunk artifacts in the Riverside Museum include a gourd dipper, beaded purses, 
trade beads, and a decorative knife sheath.

" The Riverside Museum is the face 
of the La Crosse County Historical 

Society, and we want it to be a relevant 
and entertaining source of local history 

education for everyone." 



Now that the project is finished, we look forward to 
welcoming visitors to enjoy the Riverside Museum, 
especially the second grade classes that study local 
history. We’ve aligned our exhibits with new interpretive 
tour scripts written by La Crosse County Historical 
Society Board member and educator Terry Visger.
Many volunteers donated their time and expertise to this 
project, with Terry at the top of the list. It was her vision 
and energy that got us going in the first place, and she 
helped with every step of the process. George Italiano, 
Joe Theisen, and Bob Mullen all helped with carpentry, 
lighting, and lots of rearranging of cases. Nathan Eckert, 
a mussel biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, gave us invaluable information about our 
mussel collection, and Josie Lee, as already mentioned, 
oversaw the creation of new Ho-Chunk displays.  
Many La Crosse County Historical Society staff and 
volunteers have helped at Riverside over the years, but 
two stand out. George Italiano has been the museum’s 
caretaker and chief guide for many years. This is a role 

Renovations at Riverside Museum Continued...

that has included coping with a seasonally leaking 
roof, frozen pipes, and threatened floods. Bob Taunt 
deserves the credit for the museum’s very existence, 

as he was the one who pulled it together in 
the early 1990s, with little support and less 
money. 
Then as now, the LCHS Board of Directors 
was leery of investing resources in a space 
without a guarantee we could remain 
there long term. Twenty-four years later, 
the location still brings in large numbers 
of visitors. The Riverside Museum is the 
face of the La Crosse County Historical 
Society, and it provides an introduction 
to area history for visitors and residents, 
especially school children.We want it to be 
a relevant and entertaining source of local 
history education for everyone. Do come 
and visit!
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A Ho-Chunk calumet, pipe tomahawk, lacrosse stick, and chunkey stone are on display in the Riverside Museum. 

Riverside Museum is OPEN: 
Memorial Day - Labor Day - Daily

Mon - Sat: 9:30 - 4:30 pm 
Sun 10:00 to 4:00 pm 

Adults - $3 
Children - $2

Family - $9 (of 4)
LCHS Members - FREE

Riverside Museum, 410 Veterans Memorial Drive, La Crosse, WI 54601
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Despite her mother’s opinion that another word for 
stories is “lies,” storyteller and La Crosse County 
Historical Society Board Member Terry Visger 
has brought story into her life both personally and 
professionally.

“I volunteered at Silent City and loved Silent City. I just 
thought storytelling and the La Crosse County Historical 
Society should work together in many ways,” Visger 
said. “By being on the board, I can promote that.”
 
Visger, a retired second grade teacher, brought stories 
into her classroom when she taught American history. 
“Second graders start out with Columbus and I told it 
like it was,” she said. “I did not paint him as a hero. 
History books were not written well for second graders 
so I taught it through stories, all the way through 
Abraham Lincoln and Westward Expansion.

Among the history stories within her telling repertoire is 
a story about the clamming and pearl button industry told 
through her version of a clammer’s wife. She also tells 
the story of Dexter, La Crosse’s fire dog. And there’s a 
story about Kate Shelley, the young hero of Iowa who 
ran two miles to warn a passenger train that the bridge 
was out after a major storm. Supposedly, that bridge is 
now part of the bike trail in La Crosse.
 
“Stories help people understand history,” Visger said. 
“If we only learned history as facts, we would forget. 
When we tell history through stories, we can identify 
with it and place ourselves in the lives of those people. 
When we identify with the people, we can live that time 
vicariously.”
 
Visger’s role with the Historical Society includes 
chairing the Events Committee, and working on the 
annual Volunteer Dinner, annual membership dinner, 
Remember When fundraiser at the Dahl Auto Museum, 

Volunteer Spotlight: Terry Visger  By Susan T. Hessel
and Wine 
Guyzs 
fundraiser. 
She also 
is working 
to update 
exhibits at 
the Riverside 
Museum.
 
“Our events 
let the 
community 
see that 
the society 
is a living 
organization 
in addition 
to the place 
where La 
Crosse 
County’s 
history is 
preserved,” 
she says.  
 
Because of Terry’s belief in combining storytelling and 
history, the La Crosse Storytelling Festival regularly 
features stories related to history. This event is held 
every year in Myrick Park on the Friday and Saturday 
following Labor Day – September 8 and 9 in 2016. 
Performers include national, regional and local story 
tellers. This year one of the national tellers will tell 
historic stories which should be of interest to many.
 
Terry is an active member for the Bluff Country Tale 
Spinners and works on the Board of the La Crosse 
Storytelling Festival and WISGET, a Wisconsin 
storytelling group. She is also a member of the National 
Storytelling Network and on the board of the Northlands 
Storytelling Network.
 
One other thought to remember – Visger likes to quote 
author Robert Kipling, who said, “If history were taught 
in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten.”

"When we tell history through 
stories, we can identify with it 
and place ourselves in the lives 

of those people."

Terry Visger captivating the audience with a story 
at the Ice Cream Social annual event. (This year's 

Ice Cream Social at the Hixon House will take 
place on Saturday, July 16th) 
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Skeletons in Our Closets  By Susan T. Hessel
In every family – except our own, of course – there are 
secrets. Should you keep or share them? 
Oh wait. There’s one in my family. And likely there is 
one in yours.

In my case, it is the story of a distant relative who 
disappeared and later was found in the river way south of 
here. Did he kill himself or was he murdered? And if he 
was murdered, why?

Another 
relative told 
me the back 
story and said 
I could never 
write about 
it. I do know 
this was a 
wonderful 
man. Is there anything wrong with telling about his 
death along with the good things in his life?  

What could be gained about telling what happened to 
him? Our stories, warts and all, help to explain who 
we are, including the resilience that got us or our other 
family members through the tough stuff. Could that 
story also be a cautionary tale for others?

As a member of the Association of Personal Historians, 
I had the opportunity to review a book written by 
Steve Luxenberg, a speaker at our 2014 conference in 
St. Louis. I was very impressed with his book, Annie’s 
Ghosts: A Journey into a Family Secret.

It was only when his own mother was institutionalized 
for a severe drug reaction that he received the first hint 
of the existence of her sister, a never before mentioned 
aunt. That secret was kept 60 years.

As a journalist, Luxenberg became a researcher/detective 
who unearthed the story of the hidden aunt, who was 
institutionalized all of her adult life. This is an incredibly 
powerful book and story that includes a journey through 
how mental illness was treated during the 20th century, 

especially in the state of Michigan.

At some point, Luxenberg and I talked about whether 
every family has a skeleton or two. I didn’t think mine 
did until I remembered my distant relative who died 
under those mysterious circumstances in the 1970s.  

I like to say no one gets through life without tough 
stuff happening, including losses. It is how we cope 

with painful 
experiences 
that make a 
difference 
and can be 
inspiring to 
others. And 
for me, that’s 
the reason to 
address the 

skeletons, to help us understand who we are and to gain 
strength for dealing with whatever tough stuff happens.

I do have some suggestions for writing or talking about 
skeletons:
• Remember whatever happened to that person or                           
whatever he or she did is only one part of the person. 
Share the good with the bad.
• Learn as much as you can about this individual and 
incident.
• Don’t try to “get even.” Be kind and respectful.
• What can be learned from that skeleton? 
• Put the story into context historically – what world, 
national or even local events might have had an impact 
on the skeleton? 
 
History is composed of many different multi-
dimensional individuals, ordinary people who have done 
good things and bad things. Others have had to observe 
the good and the bad in their families.

Here’s hoping 60 years from now, whoever shares my 
story finds the good as well as the bad in me.   
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Governor Peck Continued...
be forced into a fight to free the slaves. The real traitors 
in the north are the Abolitionists and they are the ones 
who will do more to put off the day of peace than all the 
soldiers of the South,” Pomeroy wrote in the La Crosse 
Democrat on August 19, 1861. When he ran a picture of 
Lincoln, he put as its caption "The Widow-Maker of the 
19th Century and Republican Candidate for President."
Pomeroy was practically run out of town by a mob after 
Lincoln’s assassination.
Peck worked for a time for the Democrat in La Crosse, 
but then started Peck’s Sun here in 1874. He moved the 
paper to Milwaukee four years later hoping for a larger 
circulation. He succeeded with an estimated 250,000 
subscribers.
In 1890 Peck published a booklet entitled, Prohibition: 
Caught in the Act of Prohibiting, also published under 
the name of The prohibition question: a study of its 
results in Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Oklahoma, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, North Dakota and Maine. 
It was based on his travels to cities where alcohol had 
banned legally but was in abundant use, or where alcohol 

had been replaced with other drugs such as cocaine.
A biographical sketch of Peck in Men of Progress 
included this description: “In the literature of humor he 
has had few superiors. His quaint conceits and forms 
of expression combined to render him one of the most 
original and amusing writers of the generation. His 
genial manner and drollery have won him many friends 
and given him a personal popularity such as few attain.”

 Whyte, William Foote. "The Bennett Law Campaign 
in Wisconsin," Wisconsin Magazine of History, 10:4 
(1926–1927).
  Governor's message and accompanying documents 
of the state of Wisconsin Volume I  Democrat Printing 
Company, 1891,  http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/
WI.V035N01,
  Andrew J. Aikens and Lewis A. Proctor, editors; Men 
of Progress. Wisconsin. A Selected List of Biographical 
Sketches and Portraits of the Leaders in Business, 
Professional and Official Life, 1897.

This month we are featuring a summer-time refreshment, Italian Sweet.  A couple of things are striking when you 
think of this recipe in the context of 
1904. It calls for things that we might 
think of as modern: canned pineapple and 
marshmallows. Hawaii had a pineapple 
canning industry as early as 1882, but 
it really went in to full swing in 1900 
when the fruit was canned not just for 

the purpose of preserving it for local consumers but for shipping to markets around the world. 
The ubiquitous Dole brand of pineapple became available in 1906 when James Dole built 
his Honolulu factory which processed the fruit into uniform sizes and shapes. By 1922, Dole 
owned almost the entire island of Lanai making it the largest pineapple plantation in the world.
The ultra-processed modern marshmallow had its beginnings even farther back. In 2000 B.C., 

Egyptians mixed the ground roots of the marsh mallow shrub with honey to create a treat fit 
for only royalty and the gods. The mallow is native in most parts of Europe, Western Asia and 
North Africa.  In the United States, commercially produced marshmallows were available as 
early as 1900, usually sold as individual pieces of candy. Today, gelatin has replaced the ground 
mallow roots, and if you use mini marshmallows, you can skip the step of quartering them.

Cultivation of the modern almond was also well on its way by the 1870’s. Almonds 
were firmly established as a chief crop of California by the turn of the 20th century.
None of these food facts tell us why this recipe was called an Italian Sweet. It may be 
because of the Mediterranean origin of the mallow.  Whatever the name, this recipe 

invites you to dig in and indulge your sweet tooth.

Ellen Hixon’s Recipe Corner: Italian Sweet  By Candace Brown

    1 small can shredded pineapple
    ½ lb. marshmallows quartered 
    ¼ lb. almonds cut in strips – mixed & left to soak overnight
    ½ pint cream whipped stiff, fold in above & top off with a cherry
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“Behind [art]ifact Talks Well Attended  by Carol Mullen

Artist Ingvild Herfindahl's piece
"Harvesting the River."

Five talks by historians and artists who were part of the 
[art]ifact exhibit, a collaboration between La Crosse 
County Historical Society, UW-La Crosse History 
Department, and the Pump House Regional Arts Center, 
attracted a lot of community interest this winter and 
spring. Running from February 26th through April 
17th, the talks centered around research into fifteen La 
Crosse made objects from La Crosse County Historical 
Society’s collections, and fifteen works of art that were 
inspired by them.
The Behind [art]ifact talks featured presentations by 

UW-La 
Crosse 
students on 
these La 
Crosse made 
objects, 
followed by 
talks by the 
artists who 
created pieces 
inspired by 
the objects. 
I personally 
attended 
several talks, 
and found the 

amount of La 

Crosse history 
uncovered 
fascinating, 
and the 
stories of how 
each artist 
interpreted 
their historical 
object equally 
intriguing. 
Following the 
talks, both 
researchers 
and the artists 
were available 
to answer 
questions, and 
the exhibit of 
all fifteen historical objects and works of art was open 
at the Pump House. In addition, an exhibit of brewery 
artifacts from La Crosse County Historical Society 
collections was on display. 
This cooperative effort by La Crosse County Historical 
Society, UW-La Crosse, and the Pump House was a 
ground-breaking community project. Many thanks to 
Executive Curator Peggy Derrick and Office Manager 
Lee Worrell for their many hours of work on this highly 
successful event!

Artist Ben Alberti with piece titled 
"Abundamce."

Did you know:
That the Hixon House dates to 1858?
That the House has several original wallpapers and carpets 
as well as reproductions?
That the Gallery room has new decoration and furnishings?
That the bay window has undergone complete renovation?
That as a La Crosse County Historical Society member, 
you are eligible for free tours?

If you have missed any of these bits of information, maybe 
it is time that you came to tour the Hixon House again. 
Both the Hixon House and Riverside Museums are open 
for tours as of Memorial Day. Please show your current 
membership card for a free tour.

Have you toured the Hixon House lately?  

Front Parlor of the Hixon House. This room and the adjoining 
room were part of the original footprint built in 1858. It has 

since been expanded upon many times. 



Past, Present & Future • 9

Two Summer Talk Series Set  
La Crosse County Historical Society will sponsor two 
summer lecture series at the Riverside Museum in 
Riverside Park during June, July, and August. All nine 
talks will be free and open to the public.
The first series, “Many Peoples, One Place: La Crosse’s 
Multi-Ethnic Heritage” will run on Tuesdays 12:15-
12:45 pm from June 7 through July 12. These six talks 
will highlight La Crosse County’s diverse ethnic, racial, 
and religious heritage, honoring the contributions and 
achievements of the Hmong, Lebanese/Syrian, Jewish, 
Native American, and African-American communities 
in the area, as well as taking an archaeological look at 
ancient Native culture here. 
“Many Peoples, One Place” will feature speakers well 
qualified to talk about the cultures of the area, including 
Pelli Lee and Pa Chia Vue of the Hmong Cultural and 
Community Center; Louie Ferris, retired businessman 
and  member of the Lebanese/Syrian community; 
author and personal historian Susan T. Hessel speaking 
on the Jewish community; Tracy Littlejohn and Josie 
Winneshiek of the Ho-Chunk Museum; history professor 
Bruce Mouser, author/researcher on La Crosse’s African-
American community; and Kathy Stevenson of  the 
Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center. These noontime 
“Brown Bag” talks will explore how La Crosse County 
is richer for the many people who live here, with each 
group bringing a unique history and perspective to the 
region.
The second series of talks, “Preserving Your Family 
History”, will be held on Tuesdays from 10:00-11:00 

am August 2 through 16. Anita Taylor Doering, Senior 
Archivist of the La Crosse Public Library, will explain 
how to preserve family photographs; Terry Micks, past 
President of La Crosse Area Genealogical Society, will 
discuss getting started with researching your family 
tree; and Peggy Derrick, Executive Curator of La Crosse 
County Historical Society, will demonstrate how to care 
for family quilts and other heirloom textiles.
Mark your calendars for these nine exciting summer 
talks!

Green Cloud holding a lacrosse stick, unknown woman and child. 
Photo from Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center at 

UW-La Crosse.

Several businesses still in the La Crosse area in 2016 were operating 
over 100 years ago. They include the State Bank of La Crosse, 
founded in 1879; Trane Company, established by James Trane in 
1885; Badger Corrugating, begun by Gustave Sexauer in 1903; and 
Dahl Automotive, founded in Westby in 1911, with a La Crosse 
branch opening a few years later. Others include Leithold’s, Crescent 
Printing, W.A. Roosevelt, La Crosse Tent & Awning, Inland Printing, 
Northern Engraving, Kroner Hardware, Torrence Casting, La 
Crosse Floral, and Noelke’s. One of the oldest surely has to be Rose 
Jewelers of downtown La Crosse. George R. Rose started his jewelry 
store way back in 1856. How many businesses can claim to have 
lasted 160 years?

Long-Lived and Local  by Carol Mullen

First Dahl garage in La Crosse was located at Main 
and Front Streets. This image, from 1914, is from the 

Dahl Automotive website. 
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Tuesday, June 7th 
The Hmong Community in La Crosse County – 
Pelli Lee and Pa Chia Vue, Hmong Cultural and 
Community Center, event is free and open to the 

public.

Tuesday, June 14th 
The Lebanese/Syrian Community in La Crosse 
County – Louie Ferris, retired businessman and 

Korean War Veteran, event is free and open to the 
public.

Tuesday, June 21st  
We Were There, Too: The Story of the Jewish 

Community in La Crosse – Susan T. Hessel, personal 
historian and author, event is free and open to the 

public.
Tuesday, June 28th  

The Native American Community in La Crosse 
County – Tracy Littlejohn and Josie Winneshiek, Ho-
Chunk Museum, event is free and open to the public.

Tuesday, July 5th 
The African-American Community in La Crosse 

County – Bruce Mouser, History Professor Emeritus, 
UW-La Crosse, event is free and open to the public.

Tuesday, July 12th  
Archaeological Views of Native American Cultures 
in La Crosse County – Kathy Stevenson, Mississippi 
Valley Archaeology Center, UW-La Crosse, event is 

free and open to the public.

History in a Bag Series -                    
"Many Peoples, One Place: 

La Crosse's Multi-Ethnic Heritage"
12:15 - 12:45pm Riverside Museum Auditorium 

410 East Veterans Memorial Drive, La Crosse, WI
All talks in this series are FREE and 

open to the public

Tuesday, August 2nd –
Preserving Your Family Photographs –                

Anita Doering, Senior Archivist & Archives Manager, 
La Crosse Public Library

Tuesday, August 9th – 
Researching Your Family Tree: How to Get Started 

– Terry Micks, Past President, La Crosse Area 
Genealogical Society

Tuesday, August 16th  – 
Caring for Quilts and Other Heirloom Textiles– 

Peggy Derrick, Executive Curator, La Crosse County 
Historical Society 

History in a Bag Series -            
 "Preserving Your Family History"
12:15 - 12:45pm Riverside Museum Auditorium 

410 East Veterans Memorial Drive, La Crosse, WI
All talks in this series are FREE and 

open to the public

Ice Cream Social  
Saturday, July 16th

Hixon House, 10:00am-4:00pm This fun-filled event 
will feature live music and dancing, face painting, 

balloon animals, tours of the Hixon House, and root 
beer floats and other ice cream treats. Enjoy a great 

day for the whole family!

Discover the Silent City: Remarkable 
Women of La Crosse
 Saturday, September 17th

This year’s event will portray eight notable women 
from La Crosse’s past. Join us for a guided tour 

through Oak Grove Cemetery. For reservations, call 
the LCHS office at 608-782-1980.

Hixon House Holidays
Saturday & Sunday, December 3rd & 4th, 

10th & 11th
Join us for a Christmas from the past as our guides 

take you through the Historic Hixon House. Characters 
from the 1800s will greet you, music from the parlor 
piano will fill the home, and the spirit of the holidays 
will fill the air. Call LCHS at 608-782-1980, visit us 
online at lchshistory.org, or “like” us on facebook. 

LCHS Upcoming Events
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The La Crosse County Historical Society 
To join, please complete and return the following information with your payment to:

La Crosse County Historical Society, 145 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI 54601
You may also reach us by phone: (608) 782-1980 or e-mail: admin@lchshistory.org

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

Phone Number: (    ) ____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________

Please enter my tax-deductible membership under the following category:

____$5,000 Fellows ____$1,000 Heritage ____$500 Benefactor ____$250 Patron

____$200 Corporate ____$125 Century ____$50 Family ____$35 Individual

____ I would like to give a one-time donation/memorial of (name and amount if memorial) _____________

We accept cash, check, or credit card: 

Credit Card # __________________________________ expiration date:_________security code on back______

Board of Directors

President
Candace Brown

Vice President
Kathy Casberg
Treasurer
Judy Cobb
Secretary
Donna Finn
Directors

Executive Curator
Peggy Derrick

Peggy@lchshistory.org

Toni Asher
Dustin Bagstad

Paul Beck
Fred Hixon Glore

Lynn Harlan
Susan T. Hessel

Rick Mueller
Jonathan Rimmert

Clay Riness
Terry Visger

LCHS Staff

La Crosse was home to approximately 31,000 people in 1897, along with 1,938 horses, 
655 cows, and 17 mules.

The city boasted four daily and six weekly newspapers.

Businesses around town included 78 grocery stores, 47 meat markets, 36 barbershops, 
31 hotels, 17 drugstores, 14 bakeries, and 157 saloons.

The average weekly 
wage for blue-collar 
workers was about 
$12. Houses averaged 
$1,500, room and 
board ran about 
$3.00 a week, a good 
horse cost $100, and 
groceries featured cans 
of Alaskan salmon 
at 11 cents each and 
coffee at 10 cents a 
pound.

There were 98 public 
schoolrooms in the city with an average class size of 44 students. Most pupils only 
completed the 8th grade.

Looking Back: 1897  by Carol Mullen

Pomeroy Opera House, December 2nd, 1897, 300 block of Main Street. 
Photo from La Crosse Public Library Archives. 
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Museums
The La Crosse County Historical 
Society owns and operates two 
museums conveniently located in 
downtown La Crosse, Wisconsin.

Hixon House 
429 7th St. North
(Corner of N 7th and Badger 
Street)
Hours:
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Tues.–Sat. 10 am–2 pm
 Closed Sunday & Monday

Riverside Museum
410 East Veterans Memorial 
Drive
Riverside Park
(in the La Crosse Area 
Convention
& Visitors Bureau building)
Hours: 
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Mon - Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm
 Sunday 10:00 am - 4 pm

Note: Group (10 or more) tours at 
both museums are available year-
round, by appointment.

Volunteers Are Needed:
The La Crosse County Historical Society is looking for men and women interested 
in volunteering for Historical Society events. We are in need of docents for Hixon 
House tours; guides for the La Crosse Trolley tours; volunteers to help with Silent City; 
and others willing to help with general setup for events, Hixon House gardening, etc.
Training will be provided. Have fun and make connections with others who share your 
love of local history. 

If you are interested please contact the La Crosse County Historical Society at    
608-782-1980 or Donna Finn at 608-782-5936. 

LCHS Mission Statement:
The La Crosse County Historical Society 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the collection, preservation, display and 

publication of La Crosse County Heritage.




