
The Sharpshooters & Schuetzenverein of La Crosse  
By Chris Pederson

La Crosse civic pride was obvious 
in September 1894 when visitors 
to La Crosse were greeted with 

colorful bunting, evergreens and flags 
hanging from businesses and homes. 
Suspended across the center of Main 
Street between Second and Third Streets 
was a banner with the German words, 
“Welcome to Singers and Shooters.” 
The combination of shooting and 
singing may sound odd to 21st Century 
ears, but in the late 19th Century, both 
of these very social activities were 
sources of great pride for German 
immigrants.  At the time these Germans 
represented much of the population 
of the young city. La Crosse was the 
host to both events with guests coming 
from across the Midwest and beyond to 
celebrate a Saengerfest (singing festival) 
and a Schuetzenfest (shooting festival).  
 “Nothing equals in attractiveness the glittering show in 
Geo. B. Rose’s window, where several hundred dollars’ 
worth of Schuetzenfest prizes are displayed,” wrote the 
La Crosse Morning Chronicle about the preparations for 
the Schuetzenfest. Included in the prizes was the display 
of sequential two-dollar bills pictured donated by the 
“Winona-Schuetzenvereins” and 50 silver cups including 
the one pictured that was won by F.J. Breylinger of 
Monticello.  

La Crosse Sharpshooters President John Pamperin, 
owner of La Crosse’s Pamperin Tobacco Company, 
donated a “richly carved” meerschaum pipe. Fifty gold 
and enamel medals, clocks, and ornate dishes were also 
displayed for the event. Will Ott, secretary of the fest, 
and son of marksman and local inventor Ben Ott, is 
credited with the event being a success.” 
A Schuetzenverein (the American spelling of the 
German word “Schützenverein”) is a traditional German 
organization made up of Schützen (“marksmen” or 

(continued on page 2)

La Crosse Sharpshooters, photo courtesy of Bob Carow
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Continued...The Sharpshooters & Schuetzenverein of La Crosse 

“protectors”).  Schuetzen were originally archers or 
crossbowman, later using muskets and rifles.  They 
originated in medieval times for citizens to defend their 
rights against threats foreign and domestic.  Schuetzen 
became popular and adopted their modern form across 
the German-speaking countries of Europe during and 
after the Napoleonic Wars.  
In 1800s Germany a Schützenverein was often made up 
of those wanting to unite Germany with a democratic 
republic or constitutional monarchy, “from below.” 
Prussia however wanted to unite Germany with military 
might and the aristocracy, or “from above.”  Due to 
revolutions across what we now consider Austria 
and Germany, many had to escape retribution for 
their political actions and allegiances by coming to 
the United States, already a republic.  The first big 
wave of immigrants came after the 1848-49 German 
Revolutions.  Joined by the Swiss immigrants, they 
formed new Schuetzenverein in the United States.
A Schuetzenverein of the mid-1800s to early 1900s was 
more like a country club.  Some had glorious schuetzen 
parks with bandstands, nine-pin bowling alleys, baseball 
diamonds, swings or large halls.  Some larger schuetzen 
grounds resembled amusement parks.  
The Schuetzenverein was also a German language and 
culture social club whose members were often part 
of Turnvereins (athletic clubs whose members were 
called Turners) and German singing (Saenger) societies.  
A Turnverein might have a Schuetzen group within 
it.  Clubs would merge and separate from the parent 
organizations, and members joined the groups that most 
suited them.
Founders of the first La Crosse Schuetzenverein in 1867 
included Dr. J. A. Renggly, Louis Runkle, John Wacker, 
A. Schilling, and Peter Lehnen.  Shooting grounds and 
accompanying buildings were constructed on the prairie 
east of La Crosse.  In 1869 the Verein leased forty acres 
south of the city on the east bank of the Mississippi 
River and erected “commodious buildings.”
One of the Schuetzenverein’s main meeting places 
over the years still stands in downtown La Crosse: 
the Pamperin Building at 113 2nd Street South.  
John Pamperin was the president of the La Crosse 
Schuetzenverein for many years.

Larger groups of Schuetzenvereins, called 
Schuetzenbunds, would take turns hosting 
Schuetzenfests (shooting festivals) competing against 
each other annually at alternating locations.  The La 
Crosse Schuetzenverein helped to establish the West 
Wisconsin and Minnesota Schuetzenbund February 17, 
1878. It included groups from Alma, Fountain City, and 
Winona.  L. Kessinger in the History of Buffalo County 
wrote; “The union had been founded by four societies 
so located that each could be reached by short and 
cheap transportation.”  At the time all these towns were 
easily within reach of the others by regular steamboat 
routes or buggy.
Another Schuetzenbund, the Nordwestlichen 
(Northwestern), was founded in 1878. In 1885 it was 
renamed the Westlichen (Western) Schuetzenbund or 

(continued on page 3)

Mann target, such as the ones used at the Schuetzenfests. The 
rifle on the right is a traditional Schuetzen rifle, distinguished 
by the deep shoulder rest, fancy trigger guard, and front hand 
rest, which helped to stabilize the heavy weight of the barrel 
when shooting from a standing position. Photo courtesy of 
Chris Pederson.
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WSB. If you look at maps from the time you see why 
this area was still considered the “Western” United 
States. The WSB included over 20 rifle clubs. At 
their Saint Paul Schuetzenfest in 1881 Ben Ott of La 
Crosse won gold and silver medals and $15; J. Legler, 
$18 worth of “fall ulster”; John Pamperin, $10 of 
“Schiller’s W.”; and the La Crosse team, $25 in gold. 
The Oberen Mississippi Schuetzen Bezirks (OMSB, 
or Upper Mississippi Shooting District) founded in 
1871 was of great importance to La Crosse Schuetzen 
history.  It included 14 shooting societies with about 
900 members. La Crosse had two Schuetzenvereins 
from the same city as separate members of the OMSB.  
A new La Crosse club formed in 1891, and the La 
Crosse Sharpshooters (already Americanizing) and the 
North La Crosse Schuetzenverein were both members.
The Schuetzenfest of 1894 was truly a moment in the 
sun for the city of La Crosse. Shooting started on July 
13th.  Some of the greatest marksmen of the Midwest 
quickly made their presence known. The July 21st 
issue of the La Crosse Republican and Leader reported 
over 150 marksmen from Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois and 
Minnesota competing in the event.   Ed Richter, John 
and Stephen Meunier (the prior year’s Schützenkönig, 
or “Marksman’s King”) of Milwaukee, Emil Berg of 
Davenport, and locals Dr. E. A. Gatterdam and brothers 
John, Gus and Will Ott all put their skills to the test. 
There were different types of targets, but the closer to 
the center, the more points the shooter received.  C.A. 
Bartlett of La Crosse won the People’s Target, beating 
E. F. Richter of Milwaukee by one point.  On the 
Honor Target, La Crosse natives winning cash prizes 
included John Rusche, $50; William Ott, $30; Dr. E. 
A. Gatterdam, $25; and T. D. Budd, $20.  Considering 
a dollar in 1894 equals $28 dollars today, these were 
very nice prizes.  On the Stitch Target (a one shot each 
competition where the closest to the center wins) John 
Rusche won $25, C.W. Turner, $9, R. Tausche, $5 and 
F. Koblitz, $2.  On the King Target Dr. E. Gatterdam 
and John Ott won $5 and brothers Will and Gustav Ott 
each won $4.  All these men would have carried off 
silver and gold as well.  Not including silver and gold, 
John Rusche alone made well over $2,000 in cash in 
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today’s values.
In 1897 the OMSB and WSB merged to form an even 
larger organization called the Central Sharpshooters 
Union (again Americanization is seen in the new name).  
At the 1894 La Crosse Schuetzenfest the shooters that 
did the best were those from Davenport, Iowa.  
Over a decade later in 1905, La Crosse members 
found themselves on the Davenport Marksmen's home 
grounds.  Dr. E. A. Gatterdam won the honor target 
with a $100 prize and tied for 1st on the “Mann Target” 
(a target in the shape of the head and torso of a man) 
winning another $45.  John Rusche won 1st place on the 
Stitch Target (as in 1894) and John Mohr won 1st prize 
on the People's Target. It is remarkable how well they 
did in 1905 against so many excellent marksmen.
Fourteen years later in 1919 Dr. E. A. Gatterdam tied 
for 1st place on the “Illinois Target” at the St. Louis 
meeting of the Central Sharpshooters Union.  He also 
tied for second on the “Mann Target”.  The La Crosse 
and Leader Press reported that he hit a target the size 
of a dime squarely in the center at 600 yards.  He had 
not competed in an event for two to four years at this 
time.  Winning at a tournament with 150 marksmen 
from nine different states is quite impressive.  The paper 
said modesty prevented Gatterdam from divulging the 
amount of prize money he had won, but he admitted it 
was a tidy sum. 
Schuetzen Clubs were ultimately victims of the 
Americanization of La Crosse’s German immigrant 
community.  The single Wisconsin Schuetzenverein 
that is still going without a break from the 1850s is the 
Black Wolf Schuetzenverein near Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  
Today the closest annual Schuetzenfest to La Crosse 
is in its third decade. It is held every Father’s Day 
Weekend in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, with the same types 
of rifles La Crosse Schuetzenvereins and Sharpshooters 
used a hundred years ago.
*Many thanks to David Kranz of the La Crosse Public 
Library Archives for his extremely valuable assistance in 
researching the 1894 Schuetzenfest and Chris Jens for his 
research on the WSB, OMSB and Central Sharpshooters 
Union. ■
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Upcoming Programming: Remarkable Women of La Crosse  
By Peggy Derrick, La Crosse County Historical Society Curator

It is time to honor Remarkable Women of La Crosse, 
the theme for the La Crosse County Historical 

Society’s Discover the Silent City on Saturday, 
September 17.  
What is Discover the Silent City? It is history-based 
theater, performed outdoors. The history is local and 
features individuals buried at Oak Grove in vignettes 
and monologues performed at their gravesides. 
Attendees are led in small groups through the 
cemetery, from grave to grave, by guides to “visit” the 
historic figures and hear their stories.
The remarkable men of La Crosse, along with 
occasional women, were honored at Silent City during 
its first 16 years in Oak Grove Cemetery. Frankly, it’s 
been hard in the past to focus on many women because 
less is known about their roles in our history.
Silent City takes place in September when outdoor 
weather is usually fine. Oak Grove Cemetery is itself 
a gem of landscaping, art and history: in short a lovely 
place to take a stroll on a Saturday in September. Is this 
starting to sound like an appealing outing for the whole 
family? It absolutely is! 
I feel passionate about this year’s theme and the team 
working on this year’s event. In the seven years I have 
been LCHS curator, I have been entranced by the 
stories of women who lived here and made impressive 
contributions to our communities and to our region. 
I am grateful to former LCHS Board President Joe 
Kruse for suggesting the theme.   
The eight women we will be featuring in this year’s 
Discover the Silent City are just a few of many 
we could choose. Several are figures we consider 
central to La Crosse history, like Johanna Heileman 
and Fredericka Levy, while others are equally 
compelling but less well known. At least one will 
leave you laughing hysterically at her account of an 
unintentionally comic adventure right there in the 
cemetery. 
We have a large team of researchers and writers. They 
include Sarah Onorato, Carol Mullen,  Diane Breeser, 

Susan T. Hessel, Danielle Krebsbach, Stephanie 
Stepanik, Laura Godden and Anita Doering. Laura is 
an archivist at Murphy Library Special Collections/
UWL, and Anita is head of the La Crosse Public 
Library Archives. Together they have provided 
invaluable research assistance. Diane Breeser has 
found our cast of actors, all of whom are experienced 
in local theater and storytelling. They are Dorina 
Lukins, Sara Slayton, Jill Pein, Susan Fox, Deborah 
Nerud, Terry Visger, Sara Pilatzki-Warzeha, and 
Wendy Mattison. All of them together add up to 
a contemporary group of “remarkable La Crosse 
women.” With so much talent and hard work, I 
am confident that this year’s production will be 
memorable and not to be missed.  
Another change this year is the addition of a 
motorized tour on a small 29 seat motor coach for 
visitors who can’t do the tour on foot. Performers will 
get on the bus at each stop so that riders can remain 
seated. 
The motorized tour will be the first to depart, at 11 
am, and reservations to ride on it are being taken 
in advance. If you are interested for yourself or 
someone you know, be sure and call the Society 
offices and make your reservations ahead of time at 
608 782-1980.
As excited as I am with this year’s new development 
team for the 17th production, I also want to give 
recognition to the person who has been instrumental 
in the first 16 Silent City programs. George Italiano 
has planned, researched and organized this event 
since its beginning. He made it the great success and 
powerful experience it has been. 
I’m happy to say he is still going to be involved 
in the logistics and will be helping us to set up, 
schedule, and run this event.  George’s expertise will 
be invaluable for us newbies, to make sure things run 
smoothly so as many people as possible can enjoy 
the fabulous new show we are putting together for 
history buffs and everyone who wants to learn more 
about this marvelous place we get to call home.
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Cemetery tour

Admission: $10 adults  •  $8 members  •  $6 students with ID
Children under 12 free with paid adult admission

• Tours leave every 15 minutes • 
11am tour will take place on a motor coach - reservations are required

Remarkable Women of La Crosse

Johanna Heileman 
1831 - 1917

Heileman Brewery

Mary Markos 
1882 - 1963

Salem Markos & Sons

Grace Pettingill Hogan 
Van Steenwyk

1879 - 1978

Leona Foerster Linker 
1872 - 1952

Patented “The Leona”

Fredericka Augusta Levy 
1820 - 1890

Early settler in La Crosse

Mary Elizabeth Parker  
Finney Lottridge, MD 

1826 - 1906
One of earliest female MD’s

Dr. Abby M. Adams 
1842 - 1924

Female general practitioner  
and surgeon

Reverend Nellie  
Irene Opdale 

1860 - 1941
1st female Minister in La Crosse

Have fun and be inspired by actors portraying these women 
and learn the roles they played in La Crosse’s history!

Saturday, September 17th

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Oak Grove Cemetery • 1407 La Crosse Street

La Crosse County Historical Society Presents:

Images courtesy of La Crosse Public Library Archives, Murphy Library Special Collections - UWL

For admission and reservation information please call LCHS (608) 782-1980 or visit www.lchshistory.org

Silent City
The 17th Annual
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A New Exhibit in Hixon House  By Charles Haas

Anew exhibit designed to be part of the regular Hixon House tours is 
nearing completion. This exhibit is in the northwest bedroom (also 

known as “the Galley”) on the second floor. The exhibit is designed to 
present to visitors a brief history of three things: 1) the Hixon family and 
the expansion of the family home; 2) the cutting and processing of the 
white pine in the Black River Pinery and the effect this had on the land; 
3) the gifts of property and parks the Hixon family gave to La Crosse.
In addition to the three pictorial units, artifacts are a part of the exhibit. 
These include an Eastlake style roll-top walnut desk which once 
occupied Gideon Hixon’s office in the National Bank building on Main 
Street, and a horizontal file which belonged to Joseph Hixon that is still 
filled with his personal papers. Yet to be added to the exhibit are sketches 
of tools used in the lumber industry such as axes and saws, since the 
actual objects are too dangerous or heavy to be displayed openly on the 
wall. 
A display case or kiosk is planned for the center of the room to display 
record books, letters, and items for a desk. Chairs will be placed in the 
room to provide a place for the visitor to rest at the half-way stop in the 
tour.
Docents will direct the visitor’s attention to the displays. The visitor will 
also be free to examine them at his or her own pace.

Long time LCHS member and Hixon 
House docent Charles Haas has been 
actively caring for the house for many 
years. Here is Charlie in 2005 helping 
to prepare walls for refinishing during 
the big restoration.

History in a Bag: “Many Peoples, One Place”

This summer was the second year that LCHS offered 
a series of brown bag presentations at the Riverside 

Museum, in Riverside Park. Our theme, “Many Peoples, 
One Place: La Crosse’s Multi-ethnic Heritage,” must have 
been very popular because every talk was given to a full 
house, some with standing room only. Pictured are Bruce 
Mouser (bottom photo), and Louis Ferris (top photo). 
Mouser, History Professor Emeritus, UW-La Crosse, 
spoke on “The African-American Community in La 
Crosse County.” Louis Ferris reminisced about growing 
up in the La Crosse Syrian immigrant community in his 
presentation, “The Lebanese/Syrian Community in La 
Crosse County.” 
The positive reactions to these talks makes it clear that 
there is a strong need for programming that engages 
all the different communities within La Crosse. LCHS 
is committed to exploring more ways to make our 
programming representative of everyone who has lived in 
the region.
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Making History Personal  
Little Windows into Your Family’s Past  By Susan T. Hessel

I met a woman once in Madison, who I figured might 
know my parents because she was from the city where 

they lived. When I mentioned their names, she said, 
“Oh, I remember your parents from the Draft Stevenson 
Committee in 1956.”
Really? I never knew about that. But then I was pretty 
little in 1956.
My parents are long gone and there is so much I would 
like to learn because I never asked questions when I had 
the chance.
I could research that committee and campaign in St. 
Louis in 1956. Perhaps there were newspaper articles 
or campaign materials from that time. How did 
Adlai Stevenson II, who had already lost to Dwight 
Eisenhower in 1952, get convinced to run again?
The fact that Mom and Dad were active in that effort 
may explain why my mom was so tearful when she 
learned Stevenson had died in 1965 while serving as 
John F. Kennedy’s United Nations ambassador.
Anything I pick up about the committee offers a little 
window into their lives.
Closer to home and my professional life, a client 
showed me an old newspaper article about the Child 
Conservation League, activities that a client of mine’s 
mother participated in early in the 20th century. What 
could information about those articles tell me about life 
of that woman and women in general, not to mention 
children?  
That 1929 La Crosse Tribune article described the 
organization, then five months old, this way: “The La 
Crosse branch of the Child Conservation League of 
America, though young in point of existence, promises 
to be a potent one in influence. It is a group of local 
mothers united for the purpose of providing for the 
physical, intellectual and moral purity, health, and 
strength of childhood and youth, and promoting their 
welfare by means of systematic educational and advisory 
work.”
Incidentally, the article noted the organization, which 
met every other week and had a membership of 34, was 
organized on August 22, 1929, the Cargill House in La 

Crosse.  Yes, those Cargills associated with the grain 
business once lived in La Crosse.
Their grand mansion, built in 1881-1883 at the 
northeast corner of Cass Street and West Avenue, 
was left to the First Presbyterian Church in 
1927. The church was unable to keep up with 
the maintenance and it was razed in 1975. It is 
considered one of the great losses in La Crosse 
historical buildings.
If you saw photos inside the Cargill house, you could 
imagine your mother there if she had been a member.
As much as we think the door slammed shut when 
we lose people we love, there just might be windows 
we can open that can provide us with bits of 
information about life before us.
My advice? Find out what organizations, activities 
and interests your loved ones had. Then look for 
any information you can find about them, including 
articles and materials that help you place your family 
members there. That can provide understanding 
about your family and yourself that you didn’t know 
you could find.
Happy hunting.

Artist Misha Bolstad, left, and Sue Hessel 
examine images together. Someday Sue’s 
grandchildren may be surprised to discover 
that she was a historian who researched early 
20th century women’s undergarments as the 
basis for an art exhibit.
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Board Members present:   Candace Brown, Kathy 
Casberg, Jon Rimmert, Toni Asher, Peggy Derrick, 

Donna Finn
The 2016 Historical Society annual meeting was held at 
the Freighthouse Restaurant with socializing at 6:00 p.m. 
and dinner at 6:30 followed by Board President, Candace 
Brown updating members on the activities of the past 
year.
Candace gave a power point presentation noting the 
accomplishments the Historical Society has made not 
only monetarily but as a LaCrosse community presence 
as well.  

Annual Meeting Minutes—June 9, 2016
The bottom line is that we are still in need of more 
funding and support but are definitely moving in a 
positive direction.  
Candace called for a vote from the assembly to approve 
board members whose terms were up for renewal; those 
being Sue Hessel, Clay Riness, Lynn Harlan, and Rick 
Mueller.  Motion was made by Joe Kruse and seconded 
by Joe Theisen to renew the terms of these board 
members.  Motion passed.
Respectfully submitted by,
Donna Finn, Secretary

“Volunteer Spotlight – Joe and Carol Theisen  by Susan T. Hessel

Joe and Carol Theisen are both retired, although not 
completely – something quite fortunate for the La 

Crosse County Historical Society, where they volunteer 
regularly.
Joe, who retired as conductor for the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSF) in 2003, works as a 
handyman, a tour bus/trolley guide, cemetery symbolism 
guide, and re-enactor for the “Silent City Tours” at Oak 
Grove Cemetery.
Carol, a registered nurse who retired from Mayo Health 
System in La Crosse in 2004, volunteers as a docent 
at the Hixon House, does window displays around 
downtown La Crosse, is a Parade representative for the 
Oktoberfest Historical Society float, and works in the 
gardens at the Hixon House.
Carol described what she loves about being a docent by 
saying: “I read and try to learn more about my hometown, 
which is my passion. I enjoy dressing in period fashion; 
it’s fun. My ah-ha moment is when I am giving a tour 
at the Hixon House and I see that ‘light bulb’ go off on 
someone’s face, as something in the tour brings back old 
memories from their life.”
Actually, despite all the time they devote to LCHS, Joe 
and Carol also find time for all sorts of other volunteer 
roles in the community. Joe is president of the Coulee 
Chordsmen vocal group, teaches music classes at the local 
schools as part of that organization, and participates in 
numerous sing-outs with them. He is in the robe choir at 
Christ Episcopal Church. According to his wife, Joe has 
had a passion for music his entire life, started a rock&roll 
band when he was 16 and “kept going from there.”

Carol’s volunteer activities include working at the 
Salvation Army, making lunch for kids in the summer 
program, and helping with Bible studies there every 
Thursday. She also fills food pantry food orders there 
weekly. As you can tell, they are very involved in 
church activities, and Carol commented that she likes 
knowing that the Hixons were also a big part of Christ 
Episcopal.
They also mentioned that they have 4 adult children, 8 
grandchildren, and 2 great-children to keep them busy.
The couple joined the La Crosse County Historical 
Society after moving back to La Crosse 2011.
“Our goals are to teach others about the historical origins 
of La Crosse and its special place in the development 
of the state of Wisconsin,” they wrote in an email, “Our 
history directs our future; and so we engage, and learn, 
then teach others about our city and county.” 
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I am happy to announce that LCHS has successfully filled the 
vacancy here in the office. Tiffany Lawrence is our new office 

manager, and in just a few weeks she has made herself an essential 
part of our team. Tiffany majored in History in college, and is 
excited to be working at a history museum. She brings marketing 
and office management skills, along with an enthusiasm for our 
programming. She and her husband Dave moved to La Crosse a year 
ago with their three school-age children. They all came to the Ice 
Cream Social and are now looking forward to Discover the Silent 
City, especially since they were at last year’s performance just after 
moving to the area. 

Staffing Changes

La Crosse County Historical Society extends warmest 
wishes to Lee Worrell, who left the position of 

Office Manager with the Society this past May. Lee 
began her career with LCHS in early 2013. Besides her 
office management duties, she worked with the quarterly 
newsletter, created promotional materials, scheduled 
tours, and supervised docents. Thank you, Lee, and we 
wish you all the best for the future.

Another big thank you is extended to Sophie Olson, 

Tiffany Lawrence is the new face you 
will be seeing at the front desk at 
LCHS offices.

Thank You, Lee and Sophie!

This year’s Annual Meeting was held on June 9 at the Freighthouse 
Restaurant. Members approved for renewal the terms of board members 

Susan Hessel, Clay Riness, Lynn Harlan, and Rick Mueller. Board president 
Candace Brown gave a report on the accomplishments of the past year 
that emphasized our high quality programming and tenuous but stabilizing 
finances.

The LCHS award for Volunteer of the Year was presented to Carol Mullen. 
Carol is on the editorial committee for this newsletter and she is the driving 
force behind the “History in a Bag” presentations at Riverside Museum. For 
the second year in a row she has located speakers and scheduled talks for this 
popular program. LCHS owes her, and all the volunteers who give so much to 
our programs and events, a heartfelt “thank you!”

2016 Volunteer of the Year and Annual Meeting

who took over Office Management duties this summer. 
Sophie worked for LCHS in the dual capacity of 
Collections Intern and Office Manager. We were 
fortunate that she had experience not only in office 
management but in research, writing, and book 
conservation. Sophie has returned this fall as a student 
at Wellesley College, majoring in Anthropology and 
History. Good luck in your studies, Sophie, and thank 
you for all you have done.
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Events Schedule – Mark Your Calendars!

Saturday, September 17th

Discover the Silent City: 
Remarkable Women of La Crosse.” Join us for a guided 

walking tour through Oak Grove Cemetery. Live re-enactments 
as eight notable women from the region’s past tell their stories.  
Learn local history while having family fun. Handicapped tour 
available. See the ad in this newsletter for times and cost, check 

the La Crosse County Historical Society website at   
lchshistory.org, or call the LCHS office at 608-782-1980.

Saturday, October 8

“Stepping Up To the Past.” 
Join us at Downtown Mainstreet’s Historic Downtown Day, an 
annual street festival in downtown La Crosse. LCHS will once 
again be providing live re-enactments of figures from the past 

at locations throughout the downtown area. More details to 
come. Check the La Crosse County Historical Society website 
at  lchshistory.org, or call the LCHS office at 608-782-1980.

Saturday & Sunday,  
December 3-4 and 10-11

A Hixon House Holiday. 
Holiday tours are back! Get into the spirit of the season with a 
special Hixon House Holiday Tour. The Hixon House will be 
trimmed in lavish Victorian style, with seasonal programming 

in the visitor center. More details to come. Check the La Crosse 
County Historical Society website at  lchshistory.org, or call the 

LCHS office at 608-782-1980.
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The La Crosse County Historical Society 
To join, please complete and return the following information with your payment to:

La Crosse County Historical Society, 145 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI 54601
You may also reach us by phone: (608) 782-1980 or e-mail: admin@lchshistory.org

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

Phone Number: (    ) ____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________

Please enter my tax-deductible membership under the following category:

____$35 Individual ____$50 Family ____$125 Century ____$200 Corporate

____$250 Patron ____$500 Benefactor ____$1,000 Heritage ____$5,000 Fellows

____ I would like to give a one-time donation/memorial of (name and amount if memorial) _____________

We accept cash, check, or credit card: 

Credit Card # __________________________________ expiration date:_________security code on back______

Board of Directors

President
Candace Brown

Vice President
Kathy Casberg
Treasurer
Judy Cobb
Secretary
Donna Finn
Directors
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LCHS Staff

Window dressing has become even more of an adventure for several of 
Hixon House Docents. Last fall Cyndy Schafer, Carol Nelson-Britten, 

Mary Swingle and Carol Theisen began decorating a large display window for 
La Crosse County Historical Society. The window is located on 5th Avenue in 
the Historic Downtown offices on Main Street & 5th Avenue. Window themes 
reflect upcoming LCHS events.

Recently the "Window Ladies" were invited to decorate another window located 
at Stamp & Hand featuring the Hixon House Ice Cream Social.  It can be seen 
through July, in the first window on Pearl Street.  The ladies would like to thank 
Margie Wanek of Stamp & Hand for her help and providing window space, as 
well as The Pearl Ice Cream Shop for loaning vintage items & advertising.

Window Dressing  by Carol Nelson-Britten
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Museums
The La Crosse County Historical 
Society owns and operates two 
museums conveniently located in 
downtown La Crosse, Wisconsin.

Hixon House 
429 7th St. North
(Corner of N 7th and Badger 
Street)
Hours:
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Tues.–Sat. 10 am–2 pm
 Closed Sunday & Monday

Riverside Museum
410 East Veterans Memorial 
Drive
Riverside Park
(in the La Crosse Area 
Convention
& Visitors Bureau building)
Hours: 
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Mon - Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm
 Sunday 10:00 am - 4 pm

Note: Group (10 or more) tours at 
both museums are available year-
round, by appointment.

Volunteers Are Needed:
The La Crosse County Historical Society is looking for men and women 
interested in volunteering for Historical Society events. We are in need of 
docents for Hixon House tours; guides for the La Crosse Trolley tours, people 
interested in greeting the river boats, re-enactors for Silent City tours and others 
that are willing to help with general setup for events, Hixon House gardening, 
etc. Training will be provided.  

If you are interested please contact the La Crosse County Historical Society at    
608-782-1980 or Donna Finn at 608-782-5936. 

LCHS Mission Statement:
The La Crosse County Historical Society 
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the collection, preservation, display and 

publication of La Crosse County Heritage.

Correction
The June issue of Past, Present and Future contained a photo citation that we wish to 
correct. The image on page 9 of “Green Cloud holding a lacrosse stick, with unknown child 
and woman” should have been credited to the Cultural Resources Division of the Ho-Chunk 
Nation. We apologize for the error.


