
The New Brick Block: The Iron-Front Store and the Juneau Block
By Les Crocker

Front Street was then the major commercial 
district in the community.  Small stores 
and warehouses stretched along both sides 

of Front, framed of wood from local sawmills 
with clapboard siding and wooden roof shakes. 
Burning cinders carried by the wind could lodge 
in a nearby roof and quickly spread a fire.   
With the fire still smoldering, the city council 
met in emergency session and passed the first 
fire codes for the community.  All new buildings 
on Front and Second Streets and cross streets 
between Jay and Vine had to be built of brick or 
stone. Third Street was added to the list in 1864, 
Fourth Street in 1869.  
The fire was a major blow to La Crosse. A 
group of investors immediately began plans for 
the largest structure at that time for La Crosse, 
possibly the largest then between Milwaukee and 
Minneapolis.  Its $40,000 cost was equal to the Second 
County Courthouse built ten years later, but in 1857 it 
was the most expensive building in town.
“The building as it now stands occupies 201 feet on 
Front St and running back from 70 to 84 feet. The style 
of the work is plain, with arched windows and doors, full 
cornice, black eave troughs, and tin water spouts.  The 
first story is 13 feet high, the second 12 and the third 11 
feet high, with basement story under the whole.  The first 
five stores from Main …have been built by Messrs.  S.T. 
Smith and J. S. Simonton , of this city, and W. Collett and 
Simon Saydam of Lebanon, Ohio.  The next store of 30 

ft front, with iron pillars, window caps and sills by W. 
W. Winterman, of New York City.  The remaining four by 
S. T. and Sylvester Smith, and Edwin Flint of La Crosse.  
Dr. W. Charters, of Savannah, Ga. and Henry Stedden, 
of Ohio.  The whole cost of the building will round up to 
$40,000.
....It gives to Front St. and to La Crosse a permanent air 
of business and prosperity, far exceeding any place from 
Dubuque to St. Paul.”  
 La Crosse National Democrat  October 20,1857, “The 
New Brick Block”.

(continued on page 2)

“The Juneau Block, from the border of the 1859 map of La Crosse. 
Courtesy of UW-L Murphy Library Special Collections.”

A Cultural & Educational Resource for La Crosse County   |   Vol. 37, No. 4  |   November 2016The Magazine of  the La Crosse Historical Society



2 • Past, Present & Future

Continued...The New Brick Block: The Iron-Front Store and the Juneau Block

No single individual in La Crosse could have paid 
for such a building. Tax records for the block indicate 
some sort of consortium. Five stores began at Main and 
ran north, owned by S.T. Smith and J. S. Simonton, 
of La Crosse and W. Collett and Simon Saydam of 
Lebanon, Ohio. The middle section was a single thirty 
foot storefront owned by W. W. Winterton (the National 
Democrat misspelled his name), of New York City.  
Four stores north of the Winterton section were owned 
by S. T. and Sylvester Smith and Edwin Flint of La 
Crosse, Dr. W. Charters of Savannah, Georgia, and 
Henry Stedden of Ohio.
The new “Brick Block” was soon named the Juneau 
Block, with no record of why that name was chosen.  
There are no listings in the city directories for Juneau 
Block after 1870. Perhaps the name was dropped from 
common use as newer, more prestigious buildings were 
constructed.
The huge building was 25 bays wide, built of brick in a 
town of wooden buildings.  Ten bays on the north and 
south ends were simple brick sections with large round-
arched openings on the ground floor, small round-
arched windows on the second floor, and flattened 
arches on the third floor.  Brick piers flanked the arches 
on the ground level with simple capitals.  A decorative 
band of brick separated the ground floor from upper 
two floors.   The south ten bays of the building had 
corbelled brick brackets supporting a decorative 
cornice. The earliest image of the block from the border 
of an 1859 map suggests that the north ten bays may 
have once have had a more elaborate cornice.  
Newspaper articles indicate this was intended as one 
single massive commercial block, but for reasons 
unknown William W. Winterton made the central 
section different from the two sections flanking it. 
The central section had cast-iron pillars on the ground 
floor and cast-iron window heads on the second and 
third floors. A photo of the central section, later a 
warehouse for the Shilling Paper Company, shows 
cast-iron supports on the north and south ends actually 
supporting part of the flanking sections, as if the cast-
iron were a last minute addition. Heights of floors in 
the central section seem different from flanking bays, 
especially on the ground floor, with the cornice of the 
central section more elaborate than on the north and 

south. Such differences might indicate sections built at 
different times, but newspaper articles from the time are 
clear that it was built as one block.  
The Juneau Block was the first major commercial block 
in the city and the largest ever built. The central section 
owned by Winterton is significant because of its cast-
iron.  Cast-iron was not commonly used in building 
before the Civil War, so its appearance in 1857 on the 
western frontier was surprising.    
The ironwork wasn’t locally cast. In 1857 La Crosse 
did not have a foundry capable of casting the six piers 
and the steel plate that they supported. Winterton was 
from New York, a center for the new building material 
of cast-iron. He may have had in mind a pamphlet 
written in 1856 by William Bogardus about cast-iron 
framed buildings “... such buildings combine unequaled 
advantages of ornament, strength, durability and 
economy; whilst they are, at the same time, absolutely 
secure against danger from fire, lightning, and an 
imperfect foundation.”  (Bogardus, p. 5)
I believe that the cast-iron parts, six pilasters, one 
30-foot steel plate and the ten window-heads, came 
from the New York area and were probably shipped 
to St Louis by rail and brought up the Mississippi by 
steamboat.  
The major question remaining for the new Juneau 
block was the designer.   There were no formally 

(continued on page 3)

“The Juneau Block, northeast corner Front and Main streets c1965. 
Courtesy of UW-L Murphy Library Special Collections. Author’s 
Photo”.  
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trained architects in La Crosse in 1857.  Several 
men advertised their ability to do plans, elevations, 
estimates of construction and oversee construction of 
buildings in local newspapers in 1856, but by 1857 
only William H. J. Nichols was still practicing as an 
architect/builder.
Nichols came to La Crosse in the summer of 1856, 
designing an addition to the brick school house 
later that year, but with little need for his services 
he also worked as a carpenter. In 1867 he designed 
the International Hotel on the southeast corner of 
Front and Main, and the following year the Pomeroy 
Opera House and Business Block at Fourth and Main.  
Both buildings used cast-iron for their ground floor 
fronts.  There is no documentary evidence of Nichols’ 
involvement with the Cast-Iron Store, but he was 
the only man in La Crosse who could have done the 
design.  Possibly Winterman had the design for his 
section of the building done in New York, but he would 
have needed a local builder to oversee construction.  
If Nichols did not do the design he may have learned 
enough about cast-iron to expand his architectural 
practice with later buildings.  

Continued...The New Brick Block: The Iron-Front Store and the Juneau Block

The southern ten bays and the ten bays north of the Cast-
Iron Store were large brick buildings. They showed more 
detailing than one might expect in such a new town.  
Brick pilasters on building corners supported corbelled 
brick entablature separating the ground floor from the 
second floor, while brick pilasters with corbelled capitals 
supported keystoned arches over each bay.   There were 
fan lights in the arches of the ground floor with double-
leafed doors or paired display windows.  Certainly the 
Juneau Block was not a highly decorated building, but 
for the time it was elegant.   
The Juneau block originally housed offices for Alexander 
and Duncan McMillan, and surveyor H. J. Bliss.  In 1859 
Neuman (Simon) and Cantrovitz (Samuel), purveyors 
of dry goods and carpets, occupied the south east corner 
with frontage on Front and Main for many years.  
Change came quickly to the new town.  In less than a 
decade the Juneau Block was superseded in importance 
by buildings further east on Second and Third Streets.  
Smaller buildings on the west side of Front Street 
were replaced with warehouses and buildings for bulk 
merchandise.  The second and third stories of the Juneau 
Block on the northeast corner of Main and Front Streets 
became a hotel in 1866, the Greenman House.  Hotel 
succeeded hotel on that corner for the next fifty years.
The Juneau block was demolished about 1970 as part of 
the Harbor View Project.  The first architectural cast-iron 
in La Crosse probably went to a local scrap yard.  
Cast-iron and later steel became significant materials in 
the second half of the nineteenth century, allowing the 
construction of extremely tall buildings.  In La Crosse 
many two story frame buildings were “modernized” in 
the 1870s with new cast-iron, ground floor fronts and 
large display windows.  Cast-iron was not necessary 
for support of these buildings, but did allow for larger 
windows and more display space than brick piers. 
Timber framing could have produced the same large 
windows and it was both plentiful and cheaper. It seems 
to me that the primary reason for the popularity of cast-
iron in the 1860s and 70s was its symbolism.  It was 
“Modern”.  'Go-ahead businessmen' proclaimed their 
forward looking attitude by using the new material even 
when it fronted a small, two story frame store.  

“The Iron Front Store section of the Juneau Block c1969. 
Courtesy of UW-L Murphy Library Special Collections.” 

(continued on page 5)
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Off-Site Storage and Large Artifacts By Peggy Derrick

Through the collaborative efforts of La Crosse Mayor 
Tim Kabat’s office and the La Crosse County Historical 

Society, our 1904 Nott steam pumper fire engine is now on 
display in the lobby of City Hall at 400 La Crosse Street. 
Don’s Towing and Repair donated the transportation to get it 
out of storage and up to the door. La Crosse Firefighters were 
on hand to roll it into the building and position it in its new 
home. 
The Nott was donated to LCHS by the city fire department in 
1965. For over fifty years we have stored and cared for this 
extra-large artifact. At first it was in local parades, pulled by 
horses just as it was when in use by the Fire Department. The 
last time its boiler was fired up was in 1964. It was featured in 
our last exhibit in the Swarthout Gallery at the Public Library 
in 2013. “All Fired Up” told the story of fire-fighting in La 
Crosse and featured our two firetrucks, the horse-drawn Nott 
steam pumper, and the 1922 American La France pump and 
ladder truck. 
Both of these fire department vehicles were driven on the 
streets of La Crosse, and are part of the region’s history. The 
La Crosse Public Library Archives actually has veterinary bills 
from some of the horses that pulled the Nott.  
The La France is presently in off-site storage, and the Nott 
would be too if we hadn’t been invited by Mayor Kabat to 
display it in City Hall. Needless to say, I was very happy to 
have this opportunity. 
Large artifacts, which are often vehicles, pose special 
challenges for storage, maintenance and display. They take a 
lot of space, and space costs money. Often they end up stored 
in sub-standard, unheated, damp conditions with minimal 
security. 
Off-site storage is a fact of life for most museums. Most of us 
just don’t have enough space of our own for everything in our 
collections. Besides the two firetrucks, LCHS has a sleigh, 
a buckboard, a small buggy and a fiber glass boat from the 
kiddie ride in Myrick Park. All of these vehicles are artifacts 

with pasts that tell us the history of our region, and they 
deserve a place in our collection. 
One of the biggest dangers of off-site storage is the “out-
of-sight, out-of-mind” phenomena that we are all familiar 
with. I had been on staff at LCHS for several months before 
discovering I had artifacts stored elsewhere. And not long 
after that the owners of the building who had been generously 
providing free storage, called to say they were going to 
develop the space and could we please come remove our stuff. 
Unfortunately, it was February.
That’s one of the down sides of free storage space: besides 
having no environmental controls and little security, you 
can be asked to leave at any time. Leave we did, and since 
2010 LCHS has used storage space donated by Central 
States Warehouse on Rose St. This is heated but doesn’t 
accommodate large vehicles. Those were stored by the 
Hass family in the La Crosse Footwear building until we 
left the Public Library Building in 2014. At that time we 
consolidated all the vehicles in another warehouse, this one 
on the Causeway Blvd, along with the two firetrucks and 
programming material from the Swarthout (library) gallery. 
For the first time we paid rent for our storage space. 
But that space changed hands this summer and a new location 
had to be found. The benefits of a lease and having greater 
control over our space led us to conclude that, despite the 
expense, our obligation to be responsible stewards of these 
artifacts requires that we continue to spend money for 
storage. Board member Judy Cobb used some of her contacts 
and located a small storage unit within a larger warehouse 
complex that fits our needs almost perfectly. And in the world 
of off-site storage, that’s a major win. We probably can’t 
afford to keep the temperature above freezing, as I would 
wish, but security couldn’t be better—which is a huge plus. 
Over the next few months I will be consolidating all our off-

The 1922 American La France pumper/ladder truck on its 
way to a new storage facility. Transport provided by Don’s 
Towing and Repair. 

Volunteers load a truck borrowed from Rotary Lights with 
artifacts and programming materials (such as the mannequin) 
for transport to our new, improved storage location. From left to 
right: David Lawrence, Bob Mullen, and local firefighters Jeff 
Murphy and Renee.
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site storage into 
this one location. 
Judy has 
negotiated a very 
reasonable rent, 
and the board has 
signed a three 
year lease.  I am 
looking forward 
to not having 
to worry about 
moving any more 
big artifacts any 
time soon, as well 
as the satisfaction 
of knowing that 
they are safe.
There is of course 
another solution, 
and that would 
be a museum 
space big enough 
to exhibit and/or 

store all our artifacts. Historic artifacts that are this big are 
exciting, and have a powerful pull on audiences. They give 
us a different perspective on the past that small display 
cases cannot. 
With committed long-range strategic planning and 
development of public support, I believe that one day La 
Crosse will have such a museum. In the meantime, I am 
delighted to invite you to go visit the Nott steam pumper 
in City Hall. The next time you need to pay a bill, stop and 
see what the citizens of La Crosse got for their tax money 
in 1905.

Volunteer Lauren Tiffany helped identify 
and catalog objects in off-site storage in 
2011 prior to their move to Central States 
Warehouse.

Continued...Off-Site Storage and Large Artifacts By Peggy Derrick

Continued...The New Brick Block: The Iron-Front Store and the Juneau Block
Sources:
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Butterfield, C. W. History of La Crosse County, Wisconsin. Chicago: 
Western Historical Company, 1881.  Reprint 1977 by La Crosse Area 
Society for Historic Preservation.
Hill, Edwin ed.  A Checklist of La Crosse Hotels and Motels 1840's-
1967, Area Research Center Checklist Series  Number 5, Murphy 
Library, UW-La Crosse, 1978.
Sanford, Albert and Hirshheimer H.J. A History of La Crosse Wisconsin.  
La Crosse, Wisconsin: La Crosse County Historical Society, 1951.
La Crosse City Directory 1866, p.134.  “Known as The Iron Front 
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Tax rolls for La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1857. La Crosse Public Library 
Archives.
La Crosse National Democrat October 20, 1857. “The New Brick Block.”
La Crosse Union Democrat October--December 1857, advertisements 
for D. F. Harrington & Co and others
La Crosse Union Democrat October 24, 1859. “Juneau Block 
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I Remember Doerflinger’s  By Carol Mullen

Many La Crosse residents once shopped at 
Doerflinger’s Department Store, the venerable 

anchor of the downtown shopping district at the corner 
of 4th and Main. Built in 1891 by William Doerflinger 
and once known as the Park Store, the multi-storied 
building with its 13 foot high ceilings, dangling fans and 
light fixtures, and enormous, bustling interior had stood 
the test of time in the community long before I was born.
As a child of the 1950s, Doerflinger’s was a place of 
wonder to me. Like many kids, I’d stared at magical 
holiday displays in the windows, and listened to the 
“clink, clink, clink” of the chimes that were a signal 
between departments. Unlike modern mall stores, 
most departments at Doerflinger’s had staffed service 
counters. One counter sold hosiery, another candy, 
another  jewelry. Larger departments like menswear had 
staff walking the floor to help customers.
 I remember the whoosh and clunk of the pneumatic 
tube system used for payments and receipts whenever 
someone made a purchase. The elevator still had a 
protective brass cage, and an elevator attendant who 
asked, “Floor, please?” when you got into the elevator 
and announced each floor as you came to it. 
Most exciting to me as a child though was the Halfway 
Tea Room, a restaurant on a mezzanine overlooking the 
main floor of the store. Here you could get a sandwich 
or dessert and eat it like royalty, sitting there looking at 
everything going on below. 
The Halfway Tea Room was my focus one memorable 

Doerflinger’s Store exterior, “Courtesy of La Crosse Public 
Library Archives Dept.”

Doerflinger’s window at Christmastime, “Courtesy of La Crosse Public Library Archives Dept.”

day when I went to Doerflinger’s with my grandfather 
in the 1950s. I started up the steps to the Tea Room, 
telling him what a pretty view of the store you could see 
from up there. Once we got to the top, I announced, too 
innocently, “And Grandpa, guess what? You can get ice 
cream up here.”
Of course my grandpa saw through my little scheme, 
but I got my ice cream. I felt like a princess eating my 
chocolate sundae as I sat with him watching all the 
people shopping beneath us.
Overcome by competition from modern malls, 
Doerflinger’s closed in 1984. The building still stands 
at 4th and Main, now revitalized as the Duluth Trading 
Company. Doerflinger’s signature revolving clock 

on the Duluth Trading 
Company sign outside 
has been replicated, and 
photographs of the old store 
are displayed inside.
But some of us still 
remember shopping at 
Doerflinger’s. The magic 
of the store’s holiday 
windows, clinking chimes, 
whooshing pneumatic 
tubes, and tea room was 
an experience not to be 
missed.
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Making History Personal  
Genealogy or Stories?  By Susan T. Hessel

I  must confess, I have not always been so open to 
genealogy. As a newspaper reporter, freelance writer, 

and personal historian, it’s the stories that have always 
mattered to me. I was wrong. There’s room for both.
My maternal grandparents, who came from Hungary 
(now Slovakia) died when I was a tiny person – a 
baby, in the case of my grandfather and age 3 for my 
grandmother. I remember just a few things from my 
mom about family history. Frankly, I was not all that 
interested in learning more until it was too late to get the 
stories from Mom.
Here’s what I remember:
1. Grandma Nettie Itzkovitz came over from Hungary 

at age 14 by herself in late 1904.
2. Grandpa Louis Goldberg’s sister Berta “met her at 

the ship.”
3. Nettie married Louis sometime later and they lived 

in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, before moving to the St. Louis area 
with their three children.

4. Grandma never saw her parents again. (There’s a 
great story that goes with that, but I won’t be sharing 
it in this article.)

5. While my mom was growing up various relatives 
came from Europe and stayed with them so my mom 
never had her own bedroom. And each relative who 
came over before World War II was a life saved from 
the Nazis. Did I have any relatives still in Europe 
who perished? I do not know.

I have daughter’s regret, not having nailed down the 
stories while my mother was alive. Even more, I have 
personal historian’s regret, which is far more serious as I 
help others preserve their family stories.
Having expressed my sorrow to genealogist Karen 
Hoel about not knowing much about this family history 
she volunteered to dig for me. Karen quickly found a 
document that showed my grandmother arrived at age 14 
with only $4, not enough to be allowed into the country 
without a sponsor. She was held in detention at Ellis 
Island until “her sister” Berta Itzkovitz met her. 
That sister was actually Grandpa Louis’ sister, Berta 
Goldberg. I always thought that meant Berta met the 

boat because 
she knew my 
grandma from 
the old country. 
I believe it was 
an arranged 
marriage 
between my 
Grandma 
Nettie and my 
Grandpa Louis. 
I’m guessing it 
was arranged, 
but my 
grandparents 
did not marry 
for about 
seven years 
and that was in 
Pennsylvania.
Another 
document Karen 
found was a 
1905 New York City Census that showed Grandma 
worked as a servant in a Jewish home. Had that been 
arranged for her as well? How did she get from New 
York City to Pennsylvania, where she married my 
grandfather? I will never know.
What all these documents did is inspire me to fill in the 
stories that I wish I knew. It also set my imagination 
going, along with my eagerness to learn even more. 
I was at a La Crosse Area Genealogy meeting where a 
woman spoke about her ancestors coming to the U.S. on 
the SS Kroonland. That ship sounded familiar and for 
good reason. That was the same ship that Grandma came 
on to the U.S. I know that from other documents.
From there, I researched the Kroonland, including 
photographs. I also explored what life was like on a ship 
for a young unmarried girl traveling alone. It could be 
very rough, as you can imagine. 
Yes, there is a very important place for genealogy for 
those of us who are committed to stories. They can help 
us listen and learn long after our ancestors were silenced.

This is a photo of Nettie Itzxovitz Goldberg 
holding Susan T Hessel’s mother, Lee Hessel
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Memorial Trellises Installed  by Peggy Derrick, Curator

In 2013 LCHS lost a long-time member and supporter, Genevieve Koenig. Koenig 
passed away in Milwaukee at the age of 99. She was a devoted Hixon House 

volunteer who served as a docent, and was influential in spearheading efforts to restore 
the gardens and grounds to their former beauty. Koenig was dedicated to maintaining 
historic accuracy in the grounds as well as in the house. In the 1980s she served as 
president of the board of directors. 

A memorial fund was established in her honor for the purchase of a piece of garden 
architecture for Hixon House. Then, with all the work and distraction during the move 
from the library building, decisions about what to do were put off. 

I am happy to report that this summer the Hixon House gardens received two beautiful 
iron rose trellises that have been installed in her memory. Board member and docent 
Kathy Casberg designed them herself and commissioned Bob Meinertz to build them.  
They will anchor two opposing corners of the formal garden, and even incorporate a 
bench into their design. In the spring the roses in those corners will be removed from 
their rotting wooden trellises and attached to their new homes.
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War Eagle
Robert Taunt
12 pages
Quantity______@ $9 = _____________

A Brief History of the Steamboat 
War Eagle 
DVD
Quantity______@ $11= ____________

Cakes and Cookies Set 1
6 full color recipe cards from 
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook
Quantity______@ $6= _____________

Summer Refreshments Set 2
6 full color recipe cards from 
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook
Quantity______@ $6= _____________

Holiday Treats Set 3
6 full color recipe cards from 
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook
Quantity______@ 6= ______________

Total  _________________________

LCHS Publications

Prices include shipping and handling. Discounts available by arranging for pick up at our office 
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91 pages 

Quantity______@ $18 = ___________ 
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207 pages Quantity______@ $11 = ___________ 

A Brief History of the Steamboat  
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Robert Taunt 
12 pages 

Quantity______@ $9 = ___________ 

A Brief History of the Steamboat  
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DVD 
Quantity______@ $11 = ___________ 

Cakes and Cookies Set 1 
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Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook 
Quantity______@ $6 = ___________ 

Summer Refreshments Set 2 
6 full color recipe cards from  

Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook 
Quantity______@ $6 = ___________ 

Photo to come 
Holiday Treats Set 3 

6 full color recipe cards from  
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook 

Quantity______@ $6 = ___________ 

Mail to:            or         Email order to:  admin@lchshistory.org   
La Crosse County Historical Society                                 
145 West Ave. S La Crosse, WI   54601                 Total _____________  
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Volunteer Spotlight: Meet the Interns  by Susan T. Hessel

In the hands of three University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse students and one Viterbo student, serving as 

interns at the La Crosse County Historical Society this 
semester, we are not doomed to repeat history.
Megan Kautz, Sam Steingraeber, and Kaley Brown 
have a passion for studying the past that they are 
sharing with the society in improving its collection.
“As a family, we have always been very history 
oriented. When we go on vacation, we go to a 
historical place, to a lot of museums and national 
parks,” said Kautz, who is studying archeology and 
public and policy history. “I’ve always had an interest 
in World War II era things.”
Kautz, who grew up in Greenville, WI, became 
acquainted with the Historical Society through the [art]
ifact class at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
from 2015-2016. That class combined art and history, 
focusing on local objects and the stories behind them 
plus artists’ interpretation of them. The class was part 
of a collaboration with LCHS and the Pump House 
Regional Art Center that culminated in an exhibition of 
LCHS artifacts and new art that was held at the Pump 
House. Megan’s work focused on the Wisconsin Pearl 
Button Company in La Crosse.
“I found I was really interested in exhibits that make 
you think about what’s going on today, that bring 
things back to current day,” said Kautz, a UWL senior 
who plans to go to graduate school for museum 
studies.
Steingraeber, who grew up in La Crosse, knew of the 
historical society through his grandfather, Bob Skemp, 
who was a member. Now a UWL senior who hopes to 
go to grad school, he said, “I like the stories about the 
people behind the history. I’ve learned about different 
types of people through the history of Africa that 
opened my eyes.”
Steingraeber, who transferred to La Crosse after his 
freshman year at Loras College, in Dubuque, Iowa, 
said he discovered how much he loved history in an 
introductory class. “I realized how much I liked it and 
that this is what I wanted to do.”
Brown, who has a double major in Public and Policy 
History and Spanish, discovered her passion for history 

in an introductory course. One assignment was to 
create a resume and go through mock interviews with 
a history-related institution. That led to her dropping 
off her resume at the Historical Society and getting 
the opportunity to work with the collection.
Her passion is for working with historical artifacts, 
including photos and materials from different eras. 
“I’m not as interested in textbook history as individual 
lives,” she said.
At the time she was interviewed, Brown was 
researching bulletproof vests, with one to be featured 
as one of the “Things That Matter” stories in the La 
Crosse Tribune in October. “So far this semester, 
we have worked with uniform hats and now we are 
working on other parts of the uniform,” she said. 
Brown’s long had a passion for history. “I’m really 
interested in things that people bring as immigrants 
to the United States,” she said. “I’ve also developed a 
strong interest in Spanish history.”
Abigail Hall is a junior at Viterbo University with 
a double major in History and Vocal Music. Hall 
has previously volunteered in her hometown at the 
Wabasha Historical Society, and she has combined 
her interest in music and the American Civil War with 
an Undergraduate Research Fellowship on American 
Civil War Music.
How important are the talents of these interns? “Our 
collection, like many collections in small institutions, 
needs to have records improved and consolidated,” 
said Historical Society Curator Peggy Derrick. Photos 
and location information need to be added to records, 
and artifacts need to be stored carefully, following 
best practices for long-term preservation. 
Derrick estimated half of the 10,000 items in the 
collection have updated records in the society’s 
database. “We need to update and improve our catalog 
records to make them more available for public 
exhibits and research,” she said. “These interns play 
an important role in that work.” She enjoys sharing 
knowledge with students and playing a role in their 
education. “At the same time, they are often teaching 
me things. It would be pretty dull in collections 
without their energy and curiosity.”



10 • Past, Present & Future

December 3rd & 4th  

10th & 11th 

1PM– 3PM 
Join us for a Christmas from the past  

as our guides take you through  

Historic Hixon House 

Live music and seasonal activities enhance these special tours 

 Seasonal crafts for children available for $3 on Saturdays 

Seasonal Reenactors and Storytellers on Sundays 

La Crosse County Historical Society Presents: 

Hixon House Holidays 

Adults- $10 
Members- $8 

Children- 12 and under FREE  

La Crosse County Historical Society Presents: 
 

 

 

 

A Roaring Twenties Themed night of fun and fundraising 

Saturday February 4th, 2017 
at the  

Dahl Automotive Museum 

711 3rd St South 

7PM-9:30PM 

$20 Members- $25 Non-Members  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The La Crosse County Historical Society 
To join, please complete and return the following information with your payment to:

La Crosse County Historical Society, 145 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI 54601
You may also reach us by phone: (608) 782-1980 or e-mail: admin@lchshistory.org

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

Phone Number: (    ) ____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________

Please enter my tax-deductible membership under the following category:

____$35 Individual ____$50 Family ____$125 Century ____$200 Corporate

____$250 Patron ____$500 Benefactor ____$1,000 Heritage ____$5,000 Fellows

____ I would like to give a one-time donation/memorial of (name and amount if memorial) _____________

We accept cash, check, or credit card: 

Credit Card # __________________________________ expiration date:_________security code on back______

Board of Directors

President
Candace Brown

Vice President
Kathy Casberg

Secretary
Donna Finn

Directors
Toni Asher
Paul Beck

Fred Hixon Glore
Lynn Harlan

Jonathan Rimmert
Sheri Ross 

Terry Visger

Curator
Peggy Derrick

Peggy@lchshistory.org
Office Manager 
Tiffany Lawrence 

Tiffany@lchshistory.org

LCHS Staff

Have fun with this one! Fruit cake 
lovers are the rare among us, but count 

me as one. This recipe from “Auntie H.” in 
Ellen’s cookbook makes enough fruit cake 
to satisfy the household and to give as a gift 
to everyone you know. The only ingredient 
unfamiliar to me was the saleratus, 
literally “aerated salt” a product that came 
on the market in 1788. Many years of 
improvements refined this into “Dwight’s 
Soda, Cow Brand” by 1876, and eventually 
into “Arm & Hammer Baking Soda” by 1896. A thorough and thoroughly entertaining 
history of saleratus can be found on the website www.joepastry.com.

Ellen Hixon’s Recipe Corner: Fruit Cake  
by Candace Brown

Ingredients
1 lb. butter
1 ½ lb. brown sugar
1 ½ lb. flour
10 eggs beaten light but not separated
½ pint molasses
½ pint brandy
6 lbs. raisins
3 lbs. currants
1 lb. citron – cut in thin slices
1 lb. figs
1 lb. almonds blanched & cut in strips

4 nutmegs, grated
1 teaspoon saleratus (baking soda)
3 teaspoons cinnamon
1 teaspoon allspice
1 teaspoon cloves

Bake between 2 & 3 hrs.  
 1 large tube tin
 2 long tins 4 ½ x 12 ¾ x 3 ¼
 1 short tin 5 ¼ x 7 ¼ x 3

Fruit Cake



12 • Past, Present & Future

Nonprofit Organization
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La Crosse County Historical Society
145 West Avenue South
La Crosse WI, 54601

Address Service Requestedis published quarterly by the
La Crosse County 
Historical Society
(608) 782-1980 
www.lchshistory.org
Readers are invited to submit 
articles for publication; however, 
the LCHS reserves the right 
to edit for clarity, brevity, and 
accuracy. Articles should pertain 
to La Crosse County history or 
the LCHS organization. 
Mail articles to 145 West Ave. S., 
La Crosse, WI 54601, or email to 
admin@lchshistory.org
No part of this publication 
may be reproduced without the 
consent of the LCHS. Opinions 
expressed by the contributors 
are not necessarily those of the 
LCHS.
Editorial Committee: Candace 
Brown, Charles Haas, Susan 
Hessel, & Carol Mullen

Layout: Natalie Koegl

Museums
The La Crosse County Historical 
Society owns and operates two 
museums conveniently located in 
downtown La Crosse, Wisconsin.

Hixon House 
429 7th St. North
(Corner of N 7th and Badger 
Street)
Hours:
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Tues.–Sat. 10 am–2 pm
 Closed Sunday & Monday

Riverside Museum
410 East Veterans Memorial 
Drive
Riverside Park
(in the La Crosse Area 
Convention
& Visitors Bureau building)
Hours: 
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Mon - Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm
 Sunday 10:00 am - 4 pm

Note: Group (10 or more) tours at 
both museums are available year-
round, by appointment.

Challenge Yourself: La Crosse Trivia
Question: The brewing industry has been important 

to the La Crosse area for many years. What year 
were breweries first established in La Crosse? How 
many La Crosse based breweries can you name? 

Answer: Two breweries began operating in La Crosse by 1854. Prominent breweries in the city have included 
the Nicolai, Gund, Empire, and Zeisler Breweries; the C. and J. Michel, Monitor, Bartl, and G. Heileman 
Brewing Companies; La Crosse Breweries Inc., a successor of Michel after Prohibition; and present day City 
Brewery, a descendant of Heileman.

Upcoming LCHS Events

Hixon House Holiday
Saturday and Sunday Dec. 3 & 4, 10 & 11

1:00-3:00 pm 
Featuring live music every day, kid’s holiday crafts on both Saturdays, 

and historical reenactments on both Sundays.

Volunteer Appreciation Night  
Thursday, Jan 19

watch for your invitation

Remember When: The Roaring Twenties
Saturday, Feb. 4, • 7:00-9:30 pm

at the Dahl Auto Museum


