
driving force for 
temperance and 
prohibition.  In 
1888 Julius was 
found guilty 
of misconduct, 
and was the 
first attorney 
in the history 
of the state of 
Wisconsin to 
be disbarred.  
Disbarment, 
however, did not 
prevent Julius 
from continuing 
his antics.

The couple 
moved to 
Florida, hoping 
to improve Julius’ declining heath from tuberculosis. 
There he became involved in land speculation.  With 
Julius’ health worsening, Nellie gave birth to an infant 
with severe birth defects in February 1892. As soon 
as she was able to travel in April, the family boarded 
a train for Racine. Living with Nellie’s parents, Julius 
died the following month, leaving Nellie and the baby 
in significant debt. Then the baby died in October. 
Fortunately, Nellie’s father Larnard Mann was the 
executor of Julius' will, and was able to pay off  
Julius’ debts.

La Crosse Pioneer: Rev. Nellie Mann Opdale
By Anita Taylor Doering and Rev. Maria Rutlund

In 1898 the Rev. Nellie Mann Opdale was called by 
La Crosse’s St. Paul’s Universalist Church, the largest 
Universalist church in the state of Wisconsin at the 
time, to be its first female minister.

Rev. Nellie was invited to preach a few times before 
she was formally asked to serve as pastor. Usually 
this means one or more people in the congregation 
working behind the scenes to bring the potential 
pastoral candidate to the attention of the search 
committee.  Dr. Abby M. Adams, a tireless supporter 
of St. Paul’s Church and crusader for many social 
justice causes, was likely one of these supporters.

Nellie Irene Mann was born May 17, 1860 in New 
Lisbon, Wisconsin, to Larnard and Jeanette Taylor 
Mann. She grew up in Racine, where her father was 
a carpenter and millwright. Nellie graduated from 
public high school, then taught in the public schools 
until her marriage to Racine native Julius H. Opdale 
on August 23, 1883. Rev. Olympia Brown, pastor of 
the Universalist Church in Racine and renowned 
advocate for women's rights and suffrage, was the 
officiating pastor at the wedding.

Nellie’s husband Julius, who had passed the Wisconsin 
bar, was an up and coming attorney in Eau Claire 
when he and Nellie met and married. However, 
records indicate he was a scoundrel and corrupt 
attorney. 

He frequented the saloons of Eau Claire despite the 
fact that Nellie was active on the local and state level 
for the Woman's Christian Temperance Union, the 

Rev. Nellie Mann Opdale. Photo courtesy of 
Andover-Harvard Theological Library.
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In the space of a few months, Nellie had lost her 
husband and child. She had to face the incredible 
scandals of her husband (possibly he was alcoholic 
to boot) and the stress of his accumulated debts.  She 
was alone, without a job or means of support, and in 
deepest grief.  1892 was indeed a turning point in 
Nellie’s life. 

Happily, her family, especially her father, was 
particularly compassionate and supportive. It appears 
Rev. Olympia Brown was also supportive. In 1893 
Nellie Mann Opdale became the state lecturer for the 
Wisconsin Woman's Suffrage Association, probably at 
the urging and with the support of Olympia Brown.  
Imagine traveling the state facing difficult audiences 
within months of losing a husband and a child. During 
this time, or possibly during her time in Eau Claire, 
Nellie Opdale and Dr. Abby Adams could have met 
through temperance, suffrage, or church meetings.

As a part of her work as state lecturer, Nellie went to 
Rev. Olympia's business office in Racine to meet with 
her. On this particular Saturday afternoon, Nellie 
found Rev. Olympia, who was now running her late 
husband's publishing business in Racine, confronted 
with printing press issues. Rev. Olympia had to stay 
through the weekend to oversee the repairs to the 
printing press so she insisted Nellie go preach for her 
the next morning in Mukwonago. Nellie resisted, but 
Rev. Olympia gave her a book of sermons, told her to 
pick one out to read to the congregation, and forced 
her onto the last train heading west.

Nellie quickly decided the book of sermons were too 
dull and boring to use.  She spent the night writing 
a sermon based on how her Universalist faith had 
supported and comforted her through the past year of 
trial and turmoil. The congregation was so impressed 
they told her she should consider becoming a minister. 
Rev. Olympia Brown took her in as her protégé, 
training her in ministry. Nellie was licensed to 
preach in 1894. This amazingly short apprenticeship 
may have been an indication of both of the skill of 
Rev. Olympia Brown and the ease with which Nellie 
learned the difficult craft of effective ministry.

After Rev. Nellie became the pastor at St. Paul’s 
Universalist Church in La Crosse in 1898, her tenure 
as pastor was effective, but the church apparently 
worked her very hard. There were mentions of weeks 

Continued...La Crosse Pioneer: Rev. Nellie Mann Opdale
in the hospital for an unspecified illness. Meanwhile, 
her friend and landlord Dr. Abby M. Adams appeared 
to have a thriving medical practice and large 
household to keep it going. The 1900 census lists 
Dr. Abby as head of household, with Rev. Nellie, her 
father Larnard, and several nurses and servants in the 
household. 

In her pastoral report for 1902, given just before she 
resigned for health reasons, Rev. Nellie hinted that if 
certain problems were not addressed in the church, St 
Paul's would decline. Rev. Nellie accepted a call to a 
church in Maine within a few weeks of her resignation. 
The quick move to another church likely indicated that 
she had already been searching for another church. 
Likely there was a small negative faction within the 
church that was making it hard for Rev. Nellie to 
accomplish anything effectively.

The bond between Dr. Abby and Rev. Nellie was 
so great that in 1902, Dr. Abby at age 60 gave up 
her practice and joined her good friend Rev. Nellie 
Mann Opdale, minister of the Universalist Church, 
on Nellie’s next call to Orono, Maine, Dr. Abby’s 
home state.  New England was home to many of the 
suffragists so it seemed like a logical move to be closer 
to that support base.  Mirroring living arrangements 
in La Crosse, Rev. Nellie became the head of household 
as a working pastor, while Dr. Abby (17 years her 
senior, old enough to be a surrogate mother to Rev. 
Nellie) became the boarder, the person who made 
the household run, and the co-worker for church and 
social causes. Rev. Nellie's father Larnard lived with 
them until his death in 1910.  Her ministry took Rev. 
Nellie and Dr. Abby to Marlboro, Massachusetts, then 
Newark, NJ, then Chicago by 1920.

Dr. Abby suffered a debilitating stroke about 1918.
Subsequent strokes made Rev. Nellie think that she 
needed to return her friend to La Crosse where their 
close knit circle of friends could attend to her needs.  
In September 1921, Rev. Nellie did just that, accepting 
a call to again be the minister of St. Paul’s Universalist 
Church.  
The duo returned to La Crosse in September 1921.  
Dr. Abby's health deteriorated quickly with a series of  
small strokes. 

Rev. Nellie discovered that the strong core of 
Universalists that had resided in La Crosse in 1900 
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was now absent from St. Paul’s. The state Universalist 
association was headed by a male chauvinist who 
belittled her work, treated her with condescension and 
thinly veiled contempt. Promised funding was erratic 
and undependable. Added to this was Rev. Nellie’s 
responsibility and care of her friend and confidante. 
Unfortunately in 1922, Dr. Abby suffered another 
debilitating stroke. She was admitted to the La Crosse 
County Asylum in West Salem (now Lakeview Health 
Care Center) for care the last two years of her life.

Two years later, Rev. Nellie officiated at her friend’s 
funeral, making sure she had a ‘proper send off.’  One 
of Dr. Abby’s most treasured accomplishments was 
organizing the Associated Charities with a former 
Universalist pastor and a Catholic cleric.  Associated 
Charities became the Social Service Society.   

For two years, Dr. Abby had served as president and 
physician of the Home for Friendless Women and 

Children.  In 1982, long after Dr. Abby’s death, the 
successors to the Social Service Society, and the Home 
for Friendless Women and Children combined to form 
the Family & Children’s Center, still very active in the 

Continued...La Crosse Pioneer: Rev. Nellie Mann Opdale

St. Paul's Universalist Church, when Nellie was 
pastor there the first time. Photo courtesy of La 

Crosse Public Library Archives.

La Crosse community today.

Rev. Nellie stayed on at the La Crosse pastorate, 
celebrating thirty-one years of ministry. She 
resigned her position suddenly in November 
1927 and left for a position in Georgia where she 
remained the rest of her life.  Rev. Nellie's sudden 
departure was an indication that she knew St. Paul's 
would not be revitalized, and it was too painful to 
stay and watch it die. The church structure was sold 
in 1928, and by 1930 the congregation had indeed 
disbanded. 

Rev. Nellie served as pastor of the Universalist 
church in Canon, Georgia, and as the editor of 
the Universalist Herald. She was active on the 
local school board, serving as its treasurer and 
supporting increased educational standards for the 
public schools. Rev. Nellie personally registered all 
of the women in the county to vote, then escorted 
them to the polls in case their husbands or fathers 
attempted to stop them from casting their votes. 
Although she retired from preaching around 1935, 
she continued to serve as editor of the Universalist 
Herald until her death on August 1941. Rev. Nellie 
was buried at Mound Cemetery in Racine, Wis., 
alongside her family.

Being the first female minister in La Crosse was 
clearly a challenge. Rev. Nellie was a strong believer 
in political rights for women, and an inspired 
organizer. But while she may have had supporters 
in La Crosse, she struggled her entire life against 
powerful conservative forces that did not appreciate 
seeing a woman in the ministry, or the editor’s chair, 
or at the election polls. Looking back at her life, one 
sees a woman of determination, persistence, and 
faith in the truth of her cause, a woman doing her 
best and succeeding where she was not expected to.

Anita Doering is Senior Archivist and Archives 
Manager at the La Crosse Public Library. Dr. Rev. 
Maria Rutland is a minister in the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and is an independent scholar researching the 
impact of 19th century clergywomen on the ordination 
of mainline Protestant women in the 20thcentury. She 
became interested in Rev. Nellie because of a 19th century 
scrapbook of clergywomen, lay preachers, and laywomen.
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Since December 1st of 2016, I have been serving 
as both Curator and Executive Director. I am very 
grateful to the LCHS board of directors for this 
opportunity. It is exciting and gratifying to be able 
to address some challenges I have observed for some 
time.

LCHS has not had an Executive Director since the 
departure of Jeff Worrell in June of 2014. In the fall 
of that year we had a very nice Interim Director for 
a couple of months, until the new board of directors 
discovered they really couldn’t afford him. Since then 
day-to-day duties of the Executive Director have been 
picked up by myself and the Executive Committee of 
the board. 

Duties that are not “day-to-day” have been harder 
for everyone to keep up. Those constitute my goals 
for myself for 2017: to increase our funding through 
grants and donations. That is the only way for 
LCHS to sustain and increase the mission-driven 
programming I am so proud we are able to offer. 

That means I am working at writing grants, and 
developing relationships with new and existing 

donors. Some of you reading this are already generous 
donors, who share my faith in the LCHS mission. For 
those of you I haven’t met or thanked personally, I 
want a chance to fix that! If you get a card or phone 
call from me inviting you for a cup of coffee and a 
short visit, please be kind and humor me: I am going 
to be counting on our faithful supporters to help me 
learn this role. 

We want to be able to continue the high-quality 
programming we have worked to establish the last 
couple of years. That includes this newsletter, and the 
History in a Bag lecture series that was so popular last 
year. Did you know that many of our presentations 
on different ethnic and cultural groups of La Crosse 
were standing room only? We’re going to continue the 
theme this year, so look for more information coming 
about those programs. 

2016’s Silent City program, “Remarkable Women of 
La Crosse,” was also incredibly popular—we more 
than doubled attendance from 2015. Those who 
attended were treated to outdoor history-based theater 
that was well done and entertaining. Our goal this 
year is to match those amazing performances and 
bring similar improvements to the school tours we 
offer local middle schools. 

2016 also saw our exhibition, [art]ifact: where 
history meets art, attract a large audience. This 
show, featuring objects made in this area along with 
public programs offered in conjunction with it, saw a 
combined attendance of over 8,000 visitors! Not bad 
for a historical society that saw the loss of its rotating 
gallery space when we left the library in 2014. 

This was made possible by our collaboration with 
the Pump House Regional Art Center and the Public 
History Program at UWL. Collaborations make us 
stronger and broaden our reach. A new exhibition is 
being planned for 2018 that will involve the La Crosse 
Public Library and Viterbo University as partners. Its 
working title is Juxtaposition, and Jeff Stolz, professor 
of costume design at Viterbo, is guest curator. Jeff 
is selecting dresses in our collection to display, and 
researching the lives of the women who wore them. 
More than an exhibit of historic fashion, he will share 

Curator's Corner: New Role as Executive Director
By Peggy Derrick

Executive Director/Curator Peggy Derrick
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Continued...Curator's Corner: New Role as Executive Director
what he learns about these women and place them 
geographically in places we know and frequent today. 
The exhibit will be a combination of photographs of 
locations where these women lived and the clothing 
they wore. 

All of these programs are “mission-driven.” Our 
mission in a nutshell is to preserve and share local 
history. We believe in that mission because we have 
faith in its ability to improve the quality of life in the 
region we represent. 

Knowing your history makes you belong to a place; it 
becomes a part of you, and it is something you then 
share with others who are also a part of this place. It 
builds identity and community. It makes La Crosse a 
better place to live. 

That’s why we use phrases like “bringing history to 
life,” and “preserving the past to build the future.” 
That’s what good museum programming does, 
and that’s what I want us to strive for in all our 
programming. Everything we do needs to be worthy 
of your donations and the funding we receive from 
public and private sources. 

I know I have my work cut out for me. I also know I 
am not going to have a lot of time for working directly 
with artifacts. Instead I am seeking funding so we can 
expand our staff to include someone whose job that is.  
I am going to focus on the important work of making 
sure those artifacts are cared for into the future and 
that they are being shared in the richest and fullest 
way possible.

Prices include shipping and handling. Discounts available by arranging  for pick up at our office

LCHS Publications

Mail to: 
La Crosse County Historical Society                  
145 West Ave. S La Crosse, WI  54601 
or  Email order to: admin@lchshistory.org

A History of  La Crosse, WI in the 
Twentieth Century
Susan Hessel and Gayda Hollnagel
750 pages
Quantity______@ $35 = ____________

Images of  America
La Crosse, WI
128 pages
Quantity______@ $25 = ____________

The Hixon House
Susan Hessel and Catherine McNamara
91 pages
Quantity______@ $18 = ____________

Recipes to Remember
207 pages
Quantity______@ $11 = ____________

A Brief  History of  the Steamboat 
War Eagle
Robert Taunt
12 pages
Quantity______@ $9 = _____________

A Brief  History of  the Steamboat 
War Eagle 
DVD
Quantity______@ $11= ____________

Cakes and Cookies Set 1
6 full color recipe cards from 
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook
Quantity______@ $6= _____________

Summer Refreshments Set 2
6 full color recipe cards from 
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook
Quantity______@ $6= _____________

Holiday Treats Set 3
6 full color recipe cards from 
Ellen Hixon’s 1904 Cookbook
Quantity______@ 6= ______________

Total  ________________________
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How To Ask...Questions for your Family History
By Susan T. Hessel

Asking questions comes so naturally to me that 
most conversations I have privately revolve around 
questions. 
I ask so many that one of my regular walking buddies 
once came out with a series of generic one-word 
answers to the many questions she knew I would ask 
each day. “Yes.” “No.” “Maybe.” 

There was a time when I failed. In the late 1970s, 
when I was in my 20s, I came home to visit my 
parents with a cassette tape recorder. I had heard – 
and mostly ignored – their family stories, with eyes 
rolling. This was the first time I wanted to hear the 
stories. Voluntarily. 

I never turned on that elephant in the room known as 
a cassette recorder. It was large enough then that it 
was intrusive and none of us were comfortable. This 
was before the appreciation of family history became  
so widespread. 

How I wish I had followed through when I had that 
chance. It’s a reason I am so passionate about helping 

Sue Hessel, with her nearest and dearest. Left to right: 
husband Richard Mial, daughter Maggie Kolb, son 

Michael Hessel-Mial, and Sue.

others preserve their stories.  I wrote a book called 
Getting the Conversation going ... 101 Essential 
Questions for Your Personal Family History. 

It offers questions for every stage of life. It’s available 
on Amazon and if you start from the place of smile.
amazon.com and set up the La Crosse County 
Historical Society as your charity,  
a portion of the book will be donated to the society.

How you frame your questions is critical. Yes and 
no questions will get you yes and no answers.  

s a personal historian, I am a professional 
question asker, someone who’s put her 
nosiness to work for more than four decades. 
I have made my living asking questions 
and then turning answers into stories for 
newspapers, magazines and in video and 

book form. 

Sometimes people say they have nothing to tell you, 
claiming they are ordinary people, not famous folks. 
Insist it is the day-to-day experiences that you want 
to hear and that those are important – even if they are 
sad or difficult. Your relative or friend’s resilience is 
something to share.

The final step is to have fun. Be encouraging and 
appreciate what you hear because if you don’t record it, 
you might be like me, the cobbler’s child who has no 
shoes.

Instead of asking, "Did you like your mother?” 

You say, “Tell me about your mother. What did 
you love about her? Tell me about challenges in 
your relationship. What stories are passed down 
through the family about her?”

CORRECTION!
Volume 38, no. 4 (November 2016), of Past, Present 
& Future had an error on page one. “The New Brick 
Block,” by Dr. Leslie F. Crocker, is missing its first 
paragraph. Here is the missing text:

Fire was a continuous problem in early La Crosse, a town 
built of wood and heated by wood burning stoves. On 
March 14, 1857 a fire broke out at New England House 
at 11:00 am and burned the east side of Front Street from 
Main Street all the way to the La Crosse River (Butterfield, 
p.481).  Many buildings on the west side of Front were 
damaged.  Eighteen stores were destroyed, a huge blow to 
the young town. Only Clark's Saloon on the north end of 
the block was saved.  

We deeply regret the mistake.
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How do you get beyond the recording elephant in the room? 
Step 1: Your smart phone already has a recorder you can turn on when you sit down. You can even shoot video 

with it. A mobile phone is such a common object today that it is less obtrusive than an old recorder.

Step 2:  Identify your goals. Are you interested in stories about individuals and their personalities? Are you 
interested in rite of passage experiences? Immigrant stories? Family successes? Family challenges? Gathering the 

old stories passed down through the generations?  

Step 3: Gather basic information about the person(s) you plan to interview. With that information, you don’t 
waste precious time with basic facts. This is especially important if you interview older people who may get tired 

quickly.

Step 4: Build a bond with the person you are interviewing, if you don’t already have one. Look around the room 
where you meet, and comment about any photos. Talk about objects you see that can build a common interest.  

“Oh, you are an Eagle Scout? I was in Girl Scouts and earned the Gold Badge.”  
Or, “Your grandkids are so cute. I have two myself.” Conversation should flow.

Step 5: Plunge! Just do it. Don’t be like me. I suffer from I-wish-I-knew syndrome, which means I didn’t ask the 
questions when I could. 

Questions that always bring good answers include:

• Tell me about the times you got in trouble as a kid. I have several rather funny stories about mine.

• Describe your earliest memory. Realize sometimes we take a story we have about us told by others as our  
own memory.

• Tell me about the world and national events you lived through. What emotions and thoughts did you have when 
the events occurred? (When I teach life-writing courses, that last one about world events gets folks talking and 

writing. Think Kennedy assassination, 9-11, Great Depression, World War II, etc.) 

SAVE THE DATES!

Continued...How To Ask...Questions for your Family History

LCHS Annual Member's 
Ice Cream Social & Meeting

Hixon House Grounds
429 7th Street North
Thursday, June 15
6:00pm - 8:00pm

Eat out to help out
Onalaska Burrachos

9432 WI-16
Monday, March 27
4:00pm - 8:00pm

Historic Hixon House 
Summer Season Opening

Memorial Day
429 7th Street North

Saturday, May 27
10:00am - 2:oopm



8 • Past, Present & Future

Hixon House Docents
By Peggy Derrick

On Memorial Day weekend the Historic Hixon House 
will open for the season, and tours will be available 
Tuesday through Saturday. These tours are an 
important part of our mission-driven programming: 
visitors get to see how a real La Crosse family lived 
from 1880 through 1910. They learn about the 
decorative arts of the time, about social mores in the 
young Midwestern city, and about the growth of La 
Crosse, and its ties to the lumber industry. 

Last year over 4,000 visitors went through Hixon 
House; many of these were passengers from the 
American Queen tour boat. These visitors are from all 
over the country, and all over the world. They never 
fail to express their enjoyment of the tour, and their 
appreciation for the friendly, knowledgeable docents 
who are their guides in the house.

Hixon House guides, or docents, as we like to call 
them, are an extremely important part of our mission-
driven programming. They are all volunteers who 
have gone through a training program, who are 

Docent: A person who is a knowledgeable guide, especially one who 
conducts visitors through a museum and delivers  

a commentary on the exhibitions.

mentored by more experienced docents, and who have 
learned some of the house’s stories and information.  
They will all tell you how much fun it is to share their 
stories of La Crosse with visitors, and to sometimes 
hear tales in return from other parts of the world. 

Being a docent is an opportunity to share your love for 
your hometown with others, and also to be a lifelong 
learner. Docents will be first to tell you that there is 
always something new to learn at the house! They also 
develop a strong camaraderie amongst themselves, and 
take pride in their role as Hixon House ambassadors 
and protectors.  

In March we will begin training new docents for the 
2017 season. If you are looking for a new challenge, 
and think you would like to know more about being a 
Hixon House docent, please contact us in the office, at 
782-1980. We’ll be happy to tell you more!

Hixon House docent Mary Swingle explains the 
cookstove at the house to a group of students.

Hixon House docent Larry Green with visitors to the 
Hixon Holiday Tours.
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Eat Out to Help Out Nights 
Everyone loves food! Join us at an area establishment to help 
fund the quality programming and events you love about LCHS! 
 

Monday March 27th– 4pm-8pm at the Burracho’s in Onalaska (Near Best Buy 
and Target) 

 You will need to tell the cashier that you’re there for LCHS! We have a flyer to print or 
show on a mobile device on our website: www.LCHShistory.org  

25% of all receipts designating that they are there for LCHS will be 
donated back to LCHS! With 50 entrees purchased we will receive 
25% of ALL sales from the time. The more entrees purchased the bigger donation for LCHS! 

Tuesday July 18th– 5pm– 7pm at the Mormon Coulee Rd Culver’s (Southside La Crosse) 

No flyer needed! A portion of all sales from 5-7pm will be donated to LCHS– bring a friend! 

Year round fundraising 
LCHS has just enrolled in a Scrip Fundraising program. You can purchase gift cards through the LCHS office or online to help put 
more funding in the LCHS operating budget! This program uses retailers where you are probably already shopping to support 
LCHS with a percentage of each purchased card or emailed e-card. Just some of the retailers included are: Walmart, Target, 
ShopKo, Kwik Trip, Amazon, Home Depot, Kohls, Disney. Scrip cards can also be purchased for restaurants like: Wendy’s, Panera, 
Buffalo Wild Wings, Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Outback, Burger King, Taco Bell, Hardee’s, Chuck E Cheese,  Texas Roadhouse, 
Fazoli’s, and many more!  

The percentage of donation depends on which retailer you are purchasing from. Payment must be received at time of order, you 
can enroll in the Presto Pay option via the website which will deduct your total from your checking account– e-cards will be 
received immediately with this option. Orders for physical cards will be submitted weekly or bi-weekly depending on order size.  

Please contact the office for more information on how to take part of this fundraising opportunity for LCHS!  
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 to all listed who donated 
auction items or supplies 
to make Remember 
When a memorable and 
successful event. 
Without you, we 
could not have 
done it. 

Disney 
Southwest Airlines 
Busch Gardens, Tampa 
Hampton Inn 
Super 8 
Allen Centennial Garden, Madison 
Radisson 
Howie's 
Old Crow 
BA Burrito 
Sullivan's Supper Club 
Explore La Crosse 
La Crosse Floral  
Culver's of La Crosse 
La Crosse Archery 
Otterbox 
Carol Nelson Britten 
Thrifty Pickens’ 
Sarah Ludington 
Ship Shape Carwash 

 

La Crosse Children's Museum 
American Queen 
Carlos O Kelly's 
Kwik Trip 
Festival Foods 
Wettstein's 
Papa Murphy's 
Al's State Road PIzzeria 
Pizza Doctor 
Painted Porch 
Bean Juice 
La Crosse Loggers 
Mark's Jewelers 
Organic Valley 
La Crosse Queen Cruises 
The Charmant Hotel 
Mary Swingle  
Pla More Lanes 
Donna’s Daughters 
Widner Wood Creations 
Amy Vach 

Altra Credit Union 
Guthrie Theater 
Cyndy Shaper 
D and T Crafts 
Satori Arts 
Cityscape Artifacts 
The STOMP Company 
The Granary 
Tiffany Lawrence,  
        Arbonne Independent Consultant 
Snap Fitness La Crosse 
Coulee Bank 
Great River Popcorn Company 
La Crosse Community Theater 
Pleasoning Gourmet Seasonings 
Cheddarheads 
Randy Breeser , 
     Two-Roads Creations 

Toppers Pizza 
Fayze’s 
Domino’s 
Valley Vintage 

LA CROSSE TENT & 
AWNING INC  

Remember When 1920s 
LCHS hosted the third annual fundraising gala– Remember When... 1920s -on Saturday, February 
4th.  Over 130 people attended the event, held once again at the Dahl Auto Museum. Many chose to 
arrive in period themed dress, which made the event electrifying. Silent, live, and dessert auctions 
helped to raise the event’s gross income over $10,000. From this amount, a match challenge made 
sure that nearly $2,000 was set aside 
specifically for the fall program, 
Discover the Silent City. Thank you 
for working to bring history to life 
here in La Crosse! 

THANK YOU!  
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The La Crosse County Historical Society 
To join, please complete and return the following information with your payment to:

La Crosse County Historical Society, 145 West Avenue South, La Crosse, WI 54601
You may also reach us by phone: (608) 782-1980 or e-mail: admin@lchshistory.org

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________  State: __________  Zip: __________________

Phone Number: (    ) ____________________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________

Please enter my tax-deductible membership under the following category:

____$35 Individual ____$50 Family ____$125 Century ____$200 Corporate

____$250 Patron ____$500 Benefactor ____$1,000 Heritage ____$5,000 Fellows

____ I would like to give a one-time donation/memorial of (name and amount if memorial) _____________

We accept cash, check, or credit card: 

Credit Card # __________________________________ expiration date:_________security code on back______

Board of  Directors
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Ellen Hixon’s Recipe Corner: Pineapple Meringue Pie 
By Peggy Derrick

Nowadays we think of this as a Southern 
dessert, but here it is in a late 19th century 
La Crosse resident’s personal recipe book. 
Ellen’s handwritten cookbook is typical of 
its time in that it assumes a certain level of 
competence and experience on the part of the 
cook. For example, you will need to know 
how to “temper” the egg yolks as you incorporate them into the custard, how to 
beat egg whites until stiff, and then have an idea what temperature to bake the 
finished pie at, and for how long. The recipe doesn’t bother mentioning that you 
have to bake the pie after putting the meringue on top, but I suspect that Mrs. 
Hixon’s cook just knew it went into a “medium” (350°) oven for 10 to 15 minutes, 
until the meringue topping browned. She probably also knew, just from looking at 
the quantities listed, that this was for a small 8” prebaked pie crust. 

Mix ½ cup sugar, 1/8 tsp salt, 2 Tablespoons corn starch. Slowly add 1 ½ cups hot 
milk and cook in double boiler until thick.

Pour onto 2 egg yolks, thicken, cool and add 1 cup well-drained crushed or grated 
pineapple and ½ tsp vanilla. Pour into baked crust and cover with meringue.

* ½ cup sugar

* 1/8 tsp salt

* 2 Tablespoons corn starch

* 1 ½ cup milk

* 2 eggs, separated

* 1 cup well-drained crushed       
 or grated pineapple

* ½ teaspoon vanilla
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Museums
The La Crosse County 
Historical Society owns 
and operates two museums 
conveniently located in 
downtown La Crosse, 
Wisconsin.

Hixon House  
429 7th St. North
(Corner of  N 7th and Badger 
Street)
Hours:
 Memorial Day - Labor Day
 Tues. – Sat. 10 am – 2 pm
 Closed Sunday & Monday

Riverside Museum 
410 East Veterans Memorial 
Drive
Riverside Park
(in the La Crosse Area 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
building)
Hours: 
 Mon - Sat 9:30am - 4:30pm
 Sunday 10:00 am - 4 pm

Note: Group (10 or more) tours 
at both museums are available 
year-round by appointment.

APRIL 28TH  
5-7PM 

DINO BONE DIG 
STORYTELLING 

TREASURE HUNT 
CRAFTS 
GAMES 

La Crosse County Historical Society Presents: 

WWW.LCHShistory.org 
For pricing and information visit: 

La Crosse County Historical Society 
145 West Ave South 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
(608) 782 1980 
admin@LCHShistory.org 

 AT RIVERSIDE MUSEUM 
DESIGNED FOR  

PRE-SCHOOL AND 
ELEMENTARY AGED 

STUDENTS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 


